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Jews invited to live in Vilna in the 15th century .
During the next few hundred years the Jews of Vilna had many pograms and other reasons to leave the 

town but by and large were an ever increasing population.
There is no reason I can give why Rubins parents or grand parents would leave the Vilna area. Possibly 

they were invited north to Parna by members of their family who had settled there some years earlier.

I decided to make a chronological list of all the Jewish expulsions and pogroms that could have led to 
our ancestors moving in the direction of Vilna. At first I made the list from year 1400, but then decided to go 
right back to biblical times. This is not as pointless as one might suspect; assuming we ‘have always been 
Jewish’, the trail from the Bible to the present day is quite distinctive. I was amazed how many pogroms 
occurred, it seems anti-Semitism is so ingrained as to be almost hereditary, and I realise there are substantially 
more missing anti-Semitic events than those I’ve documented. The list ends in 1800 by which time records 
show the Schneider or Portnoi family were in the Vilna. area. The records include a few Jewish ‘invitations’.

722-586 BCE: ISRAEL: Assyria and Babylonia conquer Israel, Judea and Samaria. Jews dispersed mainly 
to Mesopotamia and Egypt. Babylon becomes the Jewish centre with a large Jewish community. The 
Talmud was completed around 500 C.E (Map 1)

727:  ISRAEL: Assyrian King Shalmaneser V. Conquers upper Kingdom of Israel, his successor King 
Sargon II resettles Jews in Media, Escatana (Hamadan) and Sura in Southwest Persia. Beginning of the 
‘Ten Tribes’ legend. (Maps 1 & 2)

700:  ASIA MINOR: First mention of two independent countries north of Israel and Babylonia. The ‘CIM-
MERIA’ and ‘ASHKENAZ’ (Map 2) 

597:  ISRAEL: REBELLION PUT DOWN. FIRST BABYLONIAN EXILE: An army sent 
from Babylon stops the rebellion in Israel. Several thousand people from the Judean leadership classes 
are taken prisoner and exiled to Babylon including the king and parts of the royal family. The Babylo-
nian king warns of future reprisals should Judah once again prove itself disloyal. 

587-586: ISRAEL: JERUSALEM FALLS. FIRST TEMPLE DESTROYED. SECOND EXILE, 
The Babylonians succeed in breaking through the walls of Jerusalem, and setting fire to the Temple of 
Solomon. Many Jews are killed, thousands more are taken to Babylon as exiles, almost the entire land 
is laid waste. Jews flee north to Ashkenaz and Cimmeria,, the nearest area of sanctuary. 

582: ISRAEL: THIRD BABYLONIAN EXILE. After Gedaliah’s death, the Babylonian army returns 
and exiles a third wave of several thousand Judeans to Babylon. 

A n  e x p l o r a t i o n 
O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  J e w s  o f  L i t h u a n i a

539: BABYLON: DEFEAT OF BABYLONIANS BY PERSIANS. The Persians under King Cyrus 
defeated the Babylonian army. As a more liberal imperial policy Cyrus announced that he would allow 
the Judean exiles to return to their own land and rebuild their temple as long as they swore loyalty to 
Persia. About 30,000 Jews return to Israel and Jerusalem. 

350: BABYLON: King Cyrus deports Jews to Hyrcania on the Caspian Sea coast after their revolt was put 
down. This is the area of ‘Ashkenaz’ (Map 2)

356-323 BC: ASIA MINOR: Alexander the Great conquers all Asia Minor except areas just south of the 
Black and Caspian Sea where Askkenaz and Cimmeria are situated.

200 BC: MESOPOTAMIA: Seleucid ruler Antiochus III moves several thousand Jewish families to 
Lydia and Phrygia in Asia Minor 
where they were given religious 
freedom.

140 BC: MESOPOTAMIA: 
Parthians conquer Mesopotamia, 
Jews remain in area.

44 AD. MESOPOTAMIA: 
The Jewish semi independent 
state that had been set up in north-
ern Mesopotamia twenty years 
earlier was defeated by Parthian 
king. 50,000 Jews killed. Other 
Jews flee north to Ashkenaz and 
Cimmeria.

70 AD. ISRAEL: In 79 AD 
Titus succeeds Vespasian as 
emperor. The Roman retaliate 
against a Jewish uprising, destroy 
Jerusalem and the Temple, kill-
ing thousands of Jews and taking 
thousands into slavery, many 
taken to Rome. (Map 3)

113-116 ROMAN EMPIRE: 
Jews in Cyprus, Cyrene, Egypt 
and Mesopotamia joined a revolt 
against Emperor Trajan of the 
Roman Empire. This caused the 
death of several hundreds of 
thousands of Romans and Jews. 
Judaism was no longer recog-
nised as a legal religion. 

J e w i s h  P e r s e c u t i o n  a n d  E x p u l s i o n s 

MAP 1

MAP 2
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538 FRANCE: The 3rd and 4th Councils of Orleans prohibited Jews from appearing in public during the 
Easter season. Prohibited marriages between Christians and Jews and Christians from converting to 
Judaism. Jews were forbidden to have Christian servants or slaves, which effectively excluded them 
from agriculture

554 FRANCE: Bishop Avitus of Averna France tried to convert the Jews with no result. Then he incited 
a mob, which destroyed the synagogues. The Jews had to choose between baptism and expulsion, 
one Jew converted. During the procession after his baptism a Jew sprinkled him with rancid oil. That 
enraged the mob and many Jews were killed. After baptism or death threat, 500 Jews allowed them-
selves to be baptised, The rest fled to Marseilles. 

561 FRANCE: The Bishop of Uzes forced the Jews in his diocese to decide between baptism and expul-
sion. 

582 ROMAN EMPIRE-MIDDLE EAST: CONVERSION: John of Ephesus turned seven Jewish 
synagogues into churches. Under king Chilperic of Merovingia all Jews in his kingdom had to choose 
between conversion or having their eyes torn out. 

613 SPAIN: EXPULSION: Persecution of the Jews in Spain by the Visigoths. All Jews who refused to 
be baptised had to leave the country. A few years later any remaining Jews were dispossessed of their 
belongings, declared as slaves and given to pious Christians” All children seven years or over were 
taken from their parents to receive a Christian education.

628-629 ROMAN EMPIRE: Emperor Heraclius ordered the forced conversion of all Jews in his empire 
and renewed the Hadrian and Constantine codes that barred Jews from Jerusalem. Dagobert, the Merov-
ingian king, followed the example of Heraclius and forced the Jews in his kingdom under the threat of 
death to convert to Christianity.

633 SPAIN: The Third Council of Toledo decided against forcible conversions. However, Jews who had 
in the past been forcibly converted were not allowed to return to Judaism and had to separate from the 
Jewish communities. Jewish children were taken from their parents and raised in monasteries. Neither 
Jews nor converts to Christianity were allowed to hold public office 

MAP 3

132-135 ISRAEL: BAR KOCHBA REVOLT: Bar Kochba led a three year revolt against the Roman 
Empire ending in complete failure. Many Jews had accepted him as the Messiah. Thousands of Jews 
were killed; thousands more were sold into slavery or taken into captivity. Judea was almost com-
pletely depopulated of Jews as they were scattered throughout the known world in what is called the 
“Diaspora.” The only route that non captured fleeing Jews could take was north towards the Black Sea 
and the Caucasus. (Map 3) 

135 ISRAEL: Rome continues persecution of the Jews. Jerusalem established as a pagan city. Erection 
of a Jupiter temple on the Temple Mount (Moriah) and a temple to Venus on Golgotha. Jews were 
forbidden to practice circumcision, the reading of the Law, eating of unleavened bread at Passover or 
any Jewish festival. Infringement of this edict brought the death penalty.

200 ROMAN EMPIRE: Emperor Severus forbade religious conversions to Judaism. Jews persecuted 
unless they converted to Christianity. 

200 ASIA MINOR: Due to constant persecution Jews start to cross the Caucasus mountains to pagan 
lands where they can practice their religion freely.

315-327 ROMAN EMPIRE: Constantine the Great established “Christianity” as the State religion 
throughout the Roman Empire; issued many anti-Jewish laws. Jews were no longer permitted to live 
in Jerusalem.

379-395 ROMAN EMPIRE: Emperor Theodosius the Great expelled Jews from any official position or 
place of honour. He encouraged the destruction of synagogues throughout the empire.

380 ITALY: The bishop of Milan was responsible for the burning of a synagogue; he referred to it as “an 
act pleasing to God.” 

415 ROMAN EMPIRE - EGYPT: Cyril, the Bishop of Alexandria, incited a mob against the Jews and 
had them expelled.

418 SPAIN: Bishop Severus of Majorca forced Jews to convert. Violent street fighting broke out with a 
mob incited by the bishop. The synagogue was burnt, finally the leaders of the Jewish community gave 
in and 540 Jews were converted.

489 ROMAN EMPIRE-MIDDLE EAST: Christians destroy synagogues in Antioch and burn the 
Jews, 

500  KHAZARIA: New kingdom of Khazaria takes shape from the amalgamation of north Caucasus 
tribes. (further details follow)

506 ITALY: In Ravenna the synagogue was destroyed.

528 BYZANTINE: Emperor Justinian (527-564) passed the ‘Justinian Code’. It prohibited Jews from 
building synagogues, reading the bible in Hebrew, assemble in public, celebrate Passover before 
Easter, and testify against Christians in court.

535 FRANCE: The ‘Synod of Claremont’ decreed that Jews could not hold public office or have authority 
over Christians. 
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1009-1012 FRANCE & GERMANY: As a result of the destruction by Muslims of the Holy Sepulcher 
in Jerusalem Jewish communities were attacked by mobs in Orleans, Rouen, Limoges and Rome. Jews 
who refused conversion were expelled from Mainz under emperor Henry II in the first serious persecu-
tion in Germany. 

1016  KHAZARIA: The Rus from Kiev finally destroy the Jewish Kingdom of Khazaria 700-1016. 
(further details follow)

1021  ITALY: Rome was struck by an earthquake and hurricane on Good Friday. A number of Jews were 
arrested and accused of having put a nail through a figure of Christ the day before, thereby causing the 
natural disaster. Under torture they confessed to host desecration and were burned to death. Host des-
ecration became a widespread charge. It was often made worse by rumours that the host had bled.

1096-1099 WEST EUROPE CRUSADERS: (Map 4) The First Crusade was launched in 1096. 
Although the prime goal of the crusades was to liberate Jerusalem from the Muslims, Jews were a sec-
ondary target. As the soldiers passed through Europe on the way to the Holy Land, large numbers of 
Jews were challenged: “Christ-killers, embrace the Cross or die!” 
Pope Urban II called for a Crusade against the Turks. The Duke of Lorraine tried to gather an army for 
the Crusade. To collect money he spread the rumour that he would kill the Jews to avenge the death of 
Christ. The Jews of the Rhineland paid him 500 pieces of silver as ransom. Emperor Henry IV ordered 
the knights of his empire not to attack the Jews but it had little effect. Crusaders slaughtered the Jews 
of Rouen and other cities in Lorraine. Jewish communities in Germany supplied the army of Peter the 
Hermit thereby trying to avoid the attacks of the Crusaders to no avail.

  An estimated 10,000 Jews were massacred in France and Germany. Count Emich of Leisinger with his 
band of thousands of Crusaders ignored the order of the emperor and began a terror campaign against 
the Jews. In Speir he killed twelve, the rest of the community was protected by the Bishop of Speir 
who punished some of the murderers by cutting their hands off. Count Emich then moved his band to 
Worms, where 500 Jews were murdered in spite of having paid protection money. The Bishop of Worms 
could not protect the Jews in his diocese. The Archbishop of Mainz and civil authorities gave sanctuary 
to Jews and closed the gates of the city to Count Emich. His soldiers forced the gates open and killed 
1,000 Jews. The Jews of Cologne had fled, only two were killed but the synagogue was burned. When 
the bands moved down through the Rhine Valley an estimated 12,000 Jews were murdered in the cities 
along the Rhine River. Bands of troops moved through the Moselle Valley killing Jews on their way. 
The Bishop under condition of conversion gave away the Jewish community of Treves. Many were 
baptised, others committed suicide. The Crusaders of William the Carpenter executed others. 
The knight Volkmar arrived in Hungary with 10,000 men to join the army of Peter the Hermit. He 
attacked the Jewish community in Prague. Bishop Cosmos and city leaders tried in vain to stop the 
slaughters. When he tried to attack the Jews in Nitra, the Hungarians came to their defence and defeated 
the Crusaders. Gottschalk, a knight in the army of Peter the Hermit, led the section under his command 
to massacre the Jewish community of Ratisbon. 

1099  PALESTINE: The Crusaders under Godfrey of Bouillon conquered Jerusalem. He massacred the 
Muslims and drove Jews, Rabbanites and Karaites into a synagogue and burned them alive.

1100 RUSSIA: The first pogroms against the Jews in Kiev. In several riots the mobs looted homes and 
plundered the Jewish section. 

1121 BELGIUM: Jews driven out of Flanders. They were neither to return or be tolerated until they 
repented the guilt of killing Jesus Christ.

1130  ENGLAND: The Jews of London had to pay a large amount of money as compensation for alleg-
edly killing a sick man.

638 SPAIN: The Fourth Council of Toledo decreed that Jewish children baptised as Christians were not 
to be returned to their blood parents. Converts had to be strictly supervised by church authorities. Jews 
had to swear that they had given up Jewish law and practice. Penalties ranged from flogging, loss of 
limb, confiscation of property to burning at the stake.

638-642 SPAIN: All non-Catholics were expelled from the Visigoth district of Spain.

638-642 SPAIN: King Erwig of Spain forbade practising Jews to enter seaports. All Jews were ordered to 
be baptised. Converts had to listen to Christian sermons and were not allowed to follow Jewish dietary 
laws. The Twelfth Council of Toledo confirmed the orders of the king and decreed to burn the Talmud 
and other Jewish literature.

722  FRANCE: Judaism was outlawed in the Empire of Leo III and Jews were forcibly baptised. Some 
were burned to death in their synagogues.

750 KAIRITES ASIA MINOR: After a failed revolt, Jewish Kairites flee from Persia across the Cau-
casus Mountains. (separate chapter)

850  KHAZARIA: Jewish religion adopted by Khazars. Jews flock there from western Europe escaping 
persecution. (further details follow)

855 ITALY & FRANCE: Louis II, king of Italy, expelled the Jews on October 1, 855. In sermons during 
the Easter season the people in Beziers France were encouraged to revenge the crucifixion of Jesus. 
The nobility of Toulouse had for some years the privilege of publicly boxing the ears of the leader of 
the Jewish community on Good Fridays. Later this was changed to an annual payment.

MAP 4
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1231  ITALY: Pope Gregory IX established the Inquisition to counteract many Christian heresies that 
had sprang up due to greater freedom in the rebirth of European countries. They challenged the author-
ity of the Roman Church. The Inquisition was to root out heresies before they spread to the masses. 
Tribunals composed of monks served as police, prosecution, judge and jury. Secular authorities carried 
out the torture and burning at the stake of unrepentant heretics, because the Inquisitors were to avoid 
the shedding of blood. Jews were, especially vulnerable to attacks during these purges

1236 FRANCE: CRUSADERS: Crusaders attacked Jewish communities in Anjou, Poitou, Bordeaux 
and Angouleme. 500 Jews chose conversion but over 3,000 were massacred. Pope Gregory IX, who 
originally had called the Crusade, was outraged about this brutality and criticised the clergy for not 
preventing it.

1255  ENGLAND: The dead body of a man named St.. Hugh of Lincoln was discovered in a cesspool 
near the house of a Jew. Under torture he confessed that Hugh had been murdered for a ritual. King 
Henry III ordered his hanging after he was dragged alive through the streets tied to a horse. 100 Jews 
were brought to London for trial. 18 were hanged without trial. 79 others were convicted and hanged, 
2 were pardoned and one was acquitted

1261 BELGIUM: Duke Henry III of Brabant, Belgium, stated in his will that “Jews must be expelled 
from Brabant and totally annihilated so that not a single one remains, except those who are willing to 
trade, like all other tradesmen, without money lending.

1261-1264 ENGLAND: Canterbury students, priests and monks attacked the Jewish quarter. Mobs 
sacked the Jewish section of London in 1262 and 1264. 

1267  AUSTRIA: The Synod of Vienna decreed that Christians were forbidden to attend Jewish cer-
emonies. Learned Jews were forbidden to dispute with simple Christians. Jews, had to wear horned 
hats, called ‘pileum cornutum’. People actually believed that Jews had horns, which they hid under 
these hats, and that they were children of the devil.

1270  GERMANY: Jews were massacred in Germany: Weissenberg, Magdeburg, Sinzig, Erfurt and 
other cities. In Sinzig the community was locked in the synagogue on the Sabbath and burned alive.

1278 ENGLAND: Edward I charged Jews with coin clipping. House-to-house searches took place 
throughout England and 680 Jews were thrown into the Tower of London. Many were hanged and 
their property seized by the crown. 

1283-1285 GERMANY: Ritual murder charges in many German cities. In Munich 180 Jews were burned 
alive in the synagogue. In Mainz 10 Jews were murdered by a mob. In Bacharach 26 Jews were killed. 
In Oberwellel 40 Jews were murdered.

1290  ENGLAND: EXPULSION: On July 18 King Edward I ordered all Jews in England under pain 
of death to leave the country by the first of November. 16,000 Jews left the country.

1298 AUSTRIA & FRANCE: MAJOR POGROM: Persecution of the Jews in Austria, Bavaria and 
France. A small army began to slaughter Jews from city to city. In about six months they burned and 
massacred an estimated 50,000 Jews in 140 communities including Wurzburg, Ratisbon, Nuremberg, 
Augsburg, Heilbronn and Rottingen where they were charged with profaning the Host, All were mas-
sacred and burned, to the last one. 

1144 ENGLAND: The first recorded charge of ritual murder against Jews occurred in Norwich, England. 
Jewish leaders were killed

1146  WEST EUROPE: SECOND CRUSADE: The Second Crusade began with renewed persecu-
tion of the Jews in Germany. The French Monk, Rudolf, called for the destruction of the Jews as an 
introduction to the Crusade. It was only because of the intervention of Emperor Conrad who declared 
Nuremberg and a small fortress as places of refuge for the Jews, and the help of Abbot Bernard of Clair-
vaux, that the result was not quite as devastating as at the time of the First Crusade.

  Crusaders in Germany murdered 20 Jews in Wurzburg. In Belitz all Jews were burned. 150 Jews were 
murdered in Bohemia. Attacks on Jewish communities in France. 

1171  FRANCE: The Jews of Blois were burned on the charge of having used Christian blood for their 
Passover.

1181  FRANCE: French King Philip Augustus banished the Jews from his domain. They were permitted 
to sell all movable possessions, but the immovable, such as land and houses reverted to the king. Seven 
years later he called the Jews back.

1189-1191 ENGLAND: The Third Crusade (1189-1192). Richard the Lionheart on coming to the throne 
immediately persecuted the Jews in England. The Jewish quarters of the Port of Lynn in Norfolk were 
burned and the Jews were slaughtered. Norwich Jews took refuge in the royal castle. Rioting against the 
Jews of York breaks out. Crusaders and aristocrats stir up the populace. The Jews flee into York’s castle. 
The armed crowd besieges the castle for six days. On the eve of March 16 the more courageous Jews 
commit suicide. The 500 survivors, who open the gates on March 17 in order to accept baptism, are 
all massacred by the rioters. The entire Jewish community of York was annihilated. Pogroms occurred 
around the same time in Bristol, Gloucester, Winchester and at Bury St. Edmunds when English Cru-
saders slaughter 57 Jews in the town, they considered it an act of piety. The Jewish community at Stan-
ford was pillaged and those who did not reach the castle were killed. 

1189-1192 WEST EUROPE: - THIRD CRUSADE: Crusaders murdered Jews at different places from 
the district of the Rhine to Vienna. 

1191  ROME: In Rome the Lateran Council approved laws requiring that ‘Jews and Muslims shall wear 
a special dress.’ They also had to wear a badge in the form of a ring. 

1195  FRANCE: A priest, Fulk of Neuilly, who wanted to reform the church, preached all over France 
against usury and urged money-lenders to give their earnings back to the poor. Mobs used his sermons 
to attack Jews, and Barons used them as an excuse to expel Jews from their realms of authority, not to 
repay debts  and confiscate Jewish property. Jews of Narbonne required to wear an oval badge.

1196  FRANCE: The Jewish community of Bray, France, falls victim to defamation spread by the towns-
people. The Jews are accused of having executed a murderer by crucifixion, mocking Jesus Christ. King 
Philip Augustus hurries with his troops to Bray; the Jews must choose between baptism and death. 
About 100 Jews, almost the entire Jewish community, are burned at the stake. Children under 13 were 
spared. 

1212 SPAIN: The Jews of Toledo Spain were put to death by crusaders.

1218 ENGLAND: King Henry II made a conciliar decree into a secular one and ordered all Jews in Eng-
land to wear a badge on their outer clothing at all times to distinguish them from Christians.



1110

platform in their cemetery, there were about two thousand of them. Those who wanted to be baptised 
were spared, (about a thousand accepted baptism). Many small children were taken out of the fire and 
baptised against the will of their fathers and mothers. Everything that was owed to the Jews was can-
celled, and the Jews had to surrender all pledges and notes that they had taken for debts. The council, 
however, took the cash that the Jews possessed and divided it among the working men proportionately. 
In reality the Jews were killed for their money, if they had been poor and if the feudal lords had not been 
in debt to them, they would not have been burnt. 

  It was decided in Strasbourg that no Jew should enter the city for a hundred years, but in 1368, the 
council and magistrates agreed that they ought to admit the Jews again into the city. 

  In Mayence 12,000 Jews were said to have been put to a cruel death. At Eslingen the whole Jewish 
community were burned with their synagogue, mothers were seen throwing their children on the pile, to 
prevent them from being baptised, and then precipitating themselves into the flames. The Jewish com-
munity of Basle was burned to death in a specially built structure. In Worms 580 Jews were burned at 
the stake. In Oppenheim the Jews burned themselves in fear of torture. The same happened in Frankfurt. 
In Mainz 6,000 Jews were burned to death when a mob set fire to their houses. In Erfurt the Jewish 
community of 3,000 was slaughtered and in Breslau all Jews perished. In Vienna the Jews committed 
suicide on the advice of their rabbi to avoid torture. The Jewish communities of Augsburg, Wurzburg 
and Munich were destroyed. Jews were expelled from Heilbronn. The Jews of Nuremberg who had not 
fled were burned to death in a place that since is known as Judenbühl. The Jews of Konigsberg were 
murdered. In Brussels approximately 500 Jews died in a massacre. (Map 5)

1354 SPAIN:12,000 Jews were executed in Toledo 

1369  POLAND: Anti-Semitic protests in Kraków where Jewish ownership was resented 

1370 FRANCE: Jews were blamed for having defiled the “Host” in Brabant, the accused were burned 
alive. All Jews were banned from Flanders and until 1820, every 15 years a feast was kept to celebrate 
the event.

1374 GERMANY: In the Rhine area of Germany rumours that God had cursed the people because they 
showed mercy towards God’s enemies in the Old Testament. Jews were plundered, tortured and mur-
dered. 

1384 GERMANY: The Jews in Nordlingen Germany were attacked and massacred. 

1389  BOHEMIA: During Easter 1389, members of the Prague clergy announced that Jews had des-
ecrated the host and the clergy encouraged mobs to pillage, ransack and burn the Jewish quarter. Nearly 
the entire Jewish population of Prague (3,000 people) perished. Many of the remaining women and 
children were baptised. One of the few survivors, Rabbi Avigdor Kara (who lived until 1439 and whose 
tomb is preserved in the Old Jewish Cemetery), wrote a moving elegy describing the attack which is 
still read every year in Prague on Yom Kippur 

1391 SPAIN: INQUISITION COMMENCES: The Inquisition turned against the Jews who had con-
verted to Christianity. In many cases they secretly continued to practice Judaism and were therefore 
considered heretics. Throughout the Inquisition an estimated number of 50,000 Jews were killed and 
another 160,000 forcibly baptised. Many Spain synagogues and mosques were turned into churches and 
Jewish communities suffered terrible persecution. After 300 Jews were killed or committed suicide in 
Barcelona, 11,000 Jews allowed themselves to be baptised. In Seville and 70 other Jewish communities, 
the Jews were cruelly massacred and their bodies dismembered.

1394  FRANCE: Banishment of Jews from France. 

1306 FRANCE: EXPULSION: Under Philip IV all Jews of his realm, approximately 100,000, were 
imprisoned on July 22. They were told to leave the country within one month. They could only take 
the clothes on their backs and provisions for one day. Their property left behind was used by Philip to 
replenish the royal treasury, which had been exhausted through his feud with the Pope, his war against 
the Flemish, and against the Templars whom he destroyed. Of the Jews who resisted “He removed one 
of their eyes and threatened to pull out the other”

1308  GERMANY: The Bishop of Strasbourg, John of Dirpheim, remanded the Jews of Sulzmatt and 
Rufach on the charge of host desecration. They were burned alive.

1314-1347 GERMANY: In Germany, during the riots and the civil wars under Louis IV (1314-1347). for 
two consecutive years (1336, 1337), the Armleder, or peasants wearing a piece of leather wound around 
an arm, inflicted untold suffering upon the Jewish inhabitants of Alsace and the Rhineland as far as 
Swabia. In 1337, also, on the charge of having profaned a consecrated Host, the Jews of Bavaria were 
subjected to a slaughter which soon extended to those of Bohemia, Moravia, and Austria, 

1320 FRANCE & SPAIN: During the Crusade of the Shepherds 40,000 shepherds and peasants marched 
from Agen to Toulouse and killed any Jew who was not willing to be baptised. In Verdun 500 Jews had 
fled to a tower. When they were besieged they committed suicide. 120 Jewish communities in southern 
France and northern Spain were wiped out. 

1321 FRANCE: In the France district of Guienne, Jews were accused of having incited outlaws to poison 
wells and fountain’s. 5,000 Jews were burned at the stake.

1328 SPAIN: The county of Navarre, Spain, tries to become independent of France. As a result of anti-
Semitism, massacres of Jews occurred all over Navarre. On March 5, a Sabbath, a massacre begins in 
the town of Estella with one of the largest Jewish communities of Navarre. Several thousand Jews are 
slaughtered when a monk preached inflammatory anti-Jewish sermons. 

1348 EUROPE: BLACK DEATH: In 1348 there appeared in Europe a devastating plague when ships 
from the Far East brought rats into the Mediterranean ports. The rats carried the Black Death and fleas 
spread the disease from the rats to humans. In five years, the death toll had reached 25 million. England 
took two centuries for its population levels to recover from the plague. People looked around for some-
one to blame. They noted that a smaller percentage of Jews than Christians caught the disease. This was 
undoubtedly due to the Jewish sanitary and dietary laws, which had been preserved from Old Testament 
times. Rumours circulated that Satan was protecting the Jews and that they were paying back the Devil 
by poisoning wells used by Christians, which is reported to have killed off ultimately twenty-five mil-
lion people. A number of the Jews who lived on the shores of Lake Geneva, having been arrested and 
put to the torture, naturally confessed anything their inquisitors suggested. These Jews, under torture, 
incriminated others. Records of their confessions were sent from one town to another in Switzerland 
and down the Rhine River into Germany, and as a result, thousands of Jews, in at least two hundred 
towns and hamlets, were butchered and burnt. The sheer loss of numbers, the disappearance of their 
wealth, and the growing hatred by the Christians brought German Jewry to a catastrophic downfall. It 
now began to decline and did not again play an important part in German life till the seventeenth cen-
tury. The persecuted Jews were summoned before tribunals, beheaded and burned in the most fearful 
manner. Anti-Jewish riots broke out in Silesia (area west of Kraków) which was ruled by the Bohemian-
German dynasty of Luxembourg.

  In Strasbourg the authorities, attempted to save the Jews, but were overthrown by a fear-stricken mob 
led by the butchers’ and tanners’ guilds and by the nobles who were determined to do away with the 
Jews who were their economic competitors and to whom they were indebted for loans. Strasbourg, 
had so far escaped the plague and the Christians thought that by killing off the Jews they would insure 
themselves against it in the future, but were doomed to disappointment, for the pest soon struck the 
city and, took a toll of sixteen thousand lives. On St.. Valentine’s Day they burnt the Jews on a wooden 
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1478-1483 SPAIN: Spanish Jews had been heavily persecuted from the 14th century. Many had converted 
to Christianity. The Spanish Inquisition was set up by the Church in order to detect insincere conver-
sions. Laws were passed that prohibited the descendants of Jews or Muslims from attending university, 
joining religious orders, holding public office, or entering any of a long list of professions. The seat of 
the Inquisition Tribunal moved from Ciudad Real to Toledo, Spain. A plot against the Inquisition by 
some Conversos is betrayed and in the first auto-da-fé held by the recently moved tribunal, 750 Jews of 
both sexes are led in a procession through the streets of Toledo. Most of them are punished financially 
and stripped of all civil rights. About 50 are condemned to death and burned at the stake

1484 SPAIN: The second auto-da-fé takes place in Ciudad Real, lasting two days. On the first day about 
15 Jewish men and women are burned at the stake for secretly practising Judaism. The bones and effi-
gies of 20 more Jews, already deceased, are also burned.

1492  SPANISH INQUISITION: MAJOR POGROM: On a royal decree issued by the Spanish 
monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella, all Jews must leave the Spanish territories within four months. If 
they are found in Spain after this period, they are to be killed. 300,000 left Spain penniless. Many 
migrated to Muslim countries of North Africa, others to Turkey, France and many to Holland. On July 
30 the entire Jewish community were expelled.

  Tens of thousands of refugees died while trying to reach safety. In some instances, Spanish ship cap-
tains charged Jewish passengers exorbitant sums, then dumped them overboard in the middle of the 
ocean. In the last days before the expulsion, rumours spread throughout Spain that the fleeing refu-
gees had swallowed gold and diamonds, and many Jews were knifed to death by brigands hoping to 
find treasures in their stomachs. The Jews’ expulsion had been the project of the Spanish Inquisition, 
headed by Father Tomas de Torquemada. Torquemada believed that as long as the Jews remained in 
Spain, they would influence the tens of thousands of recent Jewish converts to Christianity to continue 
practising Judaism. Ferdinand and Isabella rejected Torquemada’s demand that the Jews be expelled 
until January 1492, when the Spanish Army defeated Muslim forces in Granada, thereby restoring the 
whole of Spain to Christian rule. With their most important project, the country’s unification, accom-
plished, the king and queen concluded that the Jews were expendable. On March 30, they issued the 
expulsion decree, the order to take effect in four months. The short time span was a great boom to the 
rest of Spain, as the Jews were forced to liquidate their homes and businesses at absurdly low prices. 
Throughout those frantic months, Dominican priests actively encouraged Jews to convert to Christian-
ity and thereby gain salvation both in this world and the next. Those who converted to Christianity but 
often continued to practice Judaism in secret were called the ‘Marranos’.

  The most fortunate of the expelled Jews succeeded in escaping to Turkey. Sultan Bajazet welcomed 
them warmly, others went to France,  Holland and the North African countries. (Map 5 helps to see the 
possible route of those fleeing the Inquisition)

1495 POLAND: Banishment from Kraków to Kazimierz: Following protests by the rich Polish burghers 
and the clergy, credit operations conducted by Jews was seriously curtailed in the early 15th century. 
The Polish citizens of Kraków claimed in 1369 that the Jews were “dominating” the town and com-
plained of their injustice and perfidy. It reached a peak in Kraków in 1407 when mobs frequently 
attacked the Jewish residents, a Jewish moneylender was led through the streets adorned with a crown 
set with forged coins, he was accused of forging currency and was horribly tortured and burned at the 
stake in public. In 1423 the statute of Warka forbade Jews the granting of loans against letters of credit 
or mortgage, and limited loans made on security of ‘moveable property’. More riots followed the visit 
of a Franciscan Preacher John of Capistrano in 1457. In 1469, Jews were forced to leave the street that 
housed the university building and move to another area near one of the synagogues. In 1485, Jews 
signed an agreement under duress, barring them from most branches of commerce. More riots started 
after a fire spread from a Jewish street to one inhabited by Christians in June 1494. Finally, in 1495, 
Jews were expelled from Kraków to Kazimierz, by order of the King. 

1399  POLAND: In Posnan a rabbi and 13 elders of the Jewish community were slowly burned to death 
on a an anti-Christian charge.

1407  SPAIN: The fiery sermons of the monk and reformer Vincent Ferrer caused oppressive actions 
against the Jews of Spain and mob attacks. He is credited with 20,000 forced baptisms in Castille and 
Aragon.

1421  AUSTRIA: Albert V, Archduke of Austria, Emperor of Germany, and King of Bohemia (1411-
1430), persecuted the Jews in his realm. They were accused of desecrating the host and those who didn’t 
submit to baptism were condemned to death. The persecution culminates in the burning at the stake of 
120 Jewish men and 92 Jewish women in Vienna. The Jewish community of 1,400 members ceases to 
exist.

1422  BOHEMIA: In Prague the townspeople start rioting, storming the town hall and looting the houses 
of the town councillors. They then turn their attention to the Jewish quarter, plundering the Jewish 
houses and killing many of the inhabitants

1431  GERMANY: A ritual murder charge led to the destruction of the southern German Jewish com-
munities of Ravensburg, Uberlingen and Lindau. Jews were expelled from Cologne 

1453  SILESIA & POLAND: Banished Jews from Lower Silesia went into Poland but soon after when 
the Polish army was defeated by the Teutonic Order and the Prussians, the clergy, who had been stirred 
by Capistranos sermons in Poland, blamed the royal leniency toward the Jews for the calamity. Jewish 
rights were withdrawn and mobs attacked Jewish communities. 

1457  POLAND: Polish troops on march to the Crusade against the Turks attacked the Jews of Kraków 
and killed about 30. Also pogroms in Wroclaw and several other cities. 
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1495  LITHUANIA: Jews banished from Lithuania. For several years they took shelter in Poland until 
they were allowed back to the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in 1503, Those that returned got back all their 
property. 

1496  PORTUGAL: EXPULSIONS: Anti Semitic riots Among the most unfortunate refugees were 
those who fled from the Spanish inquisition to neighbouring Portugal. In 1496, King Manuel of Portu-
gal concluded an agreement to marry Isabella, the daughter of Spain’s monarchs. As a condition of the 
marriage, the Spanish royal family insisted that Portugal expel her Jews. King Manuel agreed, although 
he was reluctant to lose his affluent and accomplished Jewish community. In the end, only eight Portu-
guese Jews were actually expelled although 20,000 Jews desired to leave the country. Tens of thousands 
of others were forcibly converted to Christianity on pain of death. The chief rabbi, Simon Maimi, was 
one of those who refused to convert. He was kept buried in earth up to his neck for seven days until he 
died. Many were ultimately declared slaves. Jews left for Holland and many went to the Portuguese 
colonies in the Caribbean and Brazil

1497  AUSTRIA: By decree of Emperor Maximilian I, Jews are expelled from the provincial capital 
Graz in Styria, Austria ending 300 years of residence. 

1509  GERMANY: Emperor Maximilian authorised John Pfefferkorn to destroy everything that was 
blasphemous or hostile to Christianity. He began in Frankfurt, Main, where he searched Jewish homes 
and synagogues and confiscated more than 1,500 manuscripts 

1516 ITALY: FIRST GHETTO: The Governor of the Republic of Venice decided that Jews would be 
permitted to live only in one area of the city. It was located in the South Girolamo parish and was called 
the “Ghetto Novo.” Restrictions were placed on Jews living in the ghetto. They were only allowed to 
leave during the day and were locked inside at night, partly for their own protection. Jews were only 
permitted to work in pawnshops, act as moneylenders, work the Hebrew printing press, trade in textiles 
or practice medicine. Controlled banking laws kept their interest rates low and made life difficult. 

  Once they left the ghetto they still had to wear distinguishing clothing, such as a yellow circle or scarf. 
Jews were faced with high taxes and the Talmud was burned in 1553. Hebrew books were not allowed 
to be printed for the next thirteen years. During the 1570’s, after the Battle of Lepanto in 1571, the Jews 
were blamed for the war and expulsion threats were made. The German and Italian Jews survived the 
war by making financial concessions. 

1541 ITALY: Banishment of Jews from Naples. 

1543  GERMANY & WEST EUROPE: THE REFORMATION: Martin Luthers letter, forerunner 
of modern anti-Semitism. (separate section) 

1544  AUSTRIA: King Ferdinand I expels Jews from the towns of Austria. 

1545  RUSSIA: Jews forbidden to visit or live in Moscow. Jewish merchandise burnt.

1550  ITALY: Jews exiled from Genoa. 

1555  ITALY: A Vatican law required Jews to wear badges, and live in ghettos. They were not allowed to 
own property outside the ghetto. Living conditions were dreadful: over 3,000 people were forced to live 
in about 8 acres of land in Rome. Women had to wear a yellow veil or scarf; men had to wear a piece 
of yellow cloth on their hat.

1582  NETHERLANDS: When the Netherlands came under the rule of Charles V of Spain, the Jews 
were expelled. In the “Scots Confession” Reformer John Knox refers to “the pestilent and filthy syna-
gogues” 

1605  POLAND - BOCHNIA: Only 20 miles west from Tarnów, the town council decided to expel the 
Jews after accusing them of ‘desecration of the host’.

1597  ITALY: Jews banished from Milan and effectively all Italy. Jews still passed through Italy en-route 
to the Turkish Empire. 

1614  FRANKFURT GERMANY: Mob attacks the Jewish ghetto The Jews had been warned and were 
armed and had erected barricades. After a long battle when the Jews were hopelessly outnumbered they 
were overwhelmed. A massacre followed and all Jewish books and scrolls were collected and burnt in 
a huge bonfire. 

1618-1648 GERMANY & EUROPE: The ‘Thirty Years War’ has been described as the last major Euro-
pean war of religion and the first all-European struggle for power. It was literally a series of wars fought 
mainly on German soil, (further details follow)

1648-1656 UKRAINE: CHMIELNICKI MASSACRES: Worst anti-Semitic Pogroms until the Hol-
ocaust. (further details follow)

1655-1660 SWEDISH POLISH WARS: final stage of the struggle over the Polish-Swedish succession
. 
1670  VIENNA AUSTRIA: Jews expelled from Vienna when Leopold I (1657-1705) of the Habsburg 

Empire came to the throne. Poland became the chief place of refuge for German, Austrian and Bohe-
mian Jews. 

1683  VIENNA AUSTRIA: Vienna besieged by the Turks.. 

1700-1721 GREAT NORTHERN WAR: Military conflict in which Russia, Denmark-Norway, and 
Saxony-Poland challenged the supremacy of Sweden in the Baltic area.  Jews flee from Pogroms. (fur-
ther details follow)

1704  PORTUGAL: An auto-da-fé is performed in the Portuguese town of Coimbra. The descendants of 
Jews baptised centuries earlier are accused of practising Judaism secretly. Some are sentenced to death 
at the stake.

1714  PRUSSIA: Frederick William I (1714-1730) announced anti Semitic laws,

1718  GERMANY & FRANCE: Restrictions were imposed on the Jews at Metz Germany and Bordeaux 
France,

1726  AUSTRIA: In 1726 the Austrian Hungarian Empire announced an edict “Wegen der Juden”, which 
was supposed to stop further increase of Jews. From now only one son in a Jewish family could get 
married and only he had inhabitant’s rights.

1727  RUSSIA: Catherine I took active measures against the Ukraine Jews and banished the Jewish popu-
lation from Russia, 

1739  RUSSIA: Anna Ivanowa decreed Jewish expulsion from Little Russia 

1744  AUSTRIA: Maria Theresa extended anti-Semitic laws to Bohemia and Moravia, and caused the 
Jews of Prague to be placed under the most severe restrictions. 

1750  PRUSSIA: Anti Semitic laws in Prussia by Frederick the Great.
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1753  RUSSIA: Under the Empress Elizabeth Petrovna (1741-1762) about 35,000 Jews were expelled 
from Russia. 

1761 POLAND: Kraków trade prohibition.

1756-1763 EUROPE: The Seven Year War. This involved nearly every nation in Europe. Prussia and Aus-
tria fought each other for control of Germany. Britain aided Prussia, and France helped Austria. Britain 
battled France for control of the seas and territories in North America. (further details follow)

1768  POLAND: Kraków and the ‘Confederation of Bar’. Conflict between the Poles and Ukrainian 
Russians. (further details follow)

1768  UKRAINE: HAIDAMAK MASSACRES: Cossack peasants called ‘Haidamaks’ under Ivan 
Gonta and Gélésniak cause terrible suffering to the Jews, when they revolt against their Polish masters, 
Jew and Pole were murdered equally without mercy. (further details follow)

1782 MORAVIA: Joseph II’s ‘Toleration Edicts’ for the Jews of Moravia:

1769 RUSSIA: ‘Pale of Settlement’. Russia’s expansion and the defeat of Poland confronted the Russians 
with large established Jewish communities, who had previously not been under their rule. Czarina 
Catherine II, ‘The Great’, established a territory, the so-called ‘Pale of Settlement’. It was to prevent the 
Jewish population from influencing Russian society and to be a buffer between Russia and its western 
neighbours. Jews needed special permits to travel outside the Pale.(further details follow)

1769-1806 ROMANIA: Turkey war. Jews in Romania caught in the middle and slaughtered. 

1789  AUSTRIA: Edict of Toleration for Galicia: 

1792  RUSSIA: ‘The Pale of Settlement’ Czarina Catherine II tightens the restrictions on Jews in Russia: 
(further details follow)

1799-1810 RUSSIA: Czar Alexander I, wanted to integrate Jews into Russian society and ordered them to 
leave the villages were they resided. An estimated 500,000 Jews left the countryside and flooded into 
the cities, were thousands starved, froze to death or died of disease. Fear of an epidemic brought about 
the cancellation of the law. 

The most significant events since the 16th century that most likely led to our ancestors being in Tarnów 
were in my opinion:

1543 The Reformation
In Germany Martin Luther who was distressed by the reluctance of Jews to convert to Christianity 

wrote in 1543:
 “On the Jews and their lies” “What then shall we Christians do with this damned, rejected race of 

Jews? 
“First, their synagogues or churches should be set on fire. Secondly, their homes should likewise be 

broken down and destroyed. They ought to be put under one roof or in a stable, like Gypsies. Thirdly, they 
should be deprived of their prayer books and Talmud in which such idolatry, lies, cursing and blasphemy are 
taught. Fourthly, their rabbis must be forbidden under threat of death to teach any more. Fifthly, passport 
and travelling privileges should be absolutely forbidden to the Jews. Sixthly, they ought to be stopped from 
usury. All their cash and valuables of silver and gold ought to be taken from them and put aside for safe keep-
ing. Seventhly, let the young and strong Jews and Jewesses be given the flail, the axe, the hoe, the spade, the 
distaff, and spindle and let them earn their bread by the sweat of their noses as in enjoined upon Adam’s chil-
dren. To sum up, dear princes and nobles who have Jews in your domains, if this advice of mine does not suit 
you, then find a better one so that you and we may all be free of this insufferable devilish burden - the Jews.”

This book of hatred towards the Jews was one of the forerunners of modern racial anti-Semitism

1618-1648 Thirty Years War.
The ‘Thirty Years War’ has been described as the last major European war of religion and the first 

all-European struggle for power. It was literally a series of wars fought mainly on German soil, and was 
in large, a struggle to alter the European balance of power, Germany was devastated. The common people 
bore the heavy cost of this devastating war. In North-eastern Germany in Brandenburg, Mecklenburg, and 
Pomerania, and in South-western Germany in the Palatinate, Wurttemberg, and parts of Bavaria, population 
losses were believed to have been in excess of 50 percent. Jews were usual scapegoats with many pogroms. It 
took 5 years to conclude peace, beginning in January 1648 between Spain and the United Provinces. October 
1648 marked peace between France, Sweden, the Holy Roman emperor, and the German princes (Peace of 
Westphalia). The war between France and Spain continued until 1659 (Peace of the Pyrenees), despite Brit-
ain joining France against Spain in 1656. The wars between Sweden and Poland and between Sweden and 
Denmark flared up again and were not settled until 1660. All this happened in western Europe leaving Jews 
the only option to flee east towards Poland, Austria, Hungary and Russia.

During this time records reveal an influx of Jews arrived in Kraków and Tarnów, fleeing from Germany 
because of anti-Semitism
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1648-1656 Chmielnicki  Massacres
(map 12)

In 1648, a Ukrainian officer (Hetman) Bogdan Chmielnicki, with the support of the Tartar Khan of 
Crimea, roused the local peasants to fight with him and the Russian Orthodox Cossacks against their oppres-
sors the feudal Pans (Overlords) of Poland. The Jews who were the stewards and agents of the Poles mainly 
collecting rents and loans, became as much a target as the Poles. A Polish army that was sent into Ukraine 
to forestall the rebellion was shattered in two battles in May. This victory gave signal to a massive popular 
uprising. Terrible cruelty followed with Jews massacred without mercy. The first wave of violence in 1648 
destroyed Jewish communities east of the Dnieper River. Following the violence, thousands of Jews fled 
west to the larger cities but the Cossacks followed them; one of the first large-scale massacres took place at 
Nemirov a small Ukrainian town where Nathan of Hanover was an eyewitness to the massacre. 

“The Cossacks assaulted the Jews, cut off their hands and feet, raped women in the sight of their hus-
bands, smashed children against walls to crush their skull, carved open the bellies of pregnant women and 
forced living cats in…and there was never an unnatural death in the world that they did not inflict upon them. 
The Cossacks lashed hundreds of Jews together and drowned them; little children were ingeniously severed 
in half”. 

Six thousand Jews were murdered in Nemirov.
In Tulchin all the Jews were assembled and ordered to be baptised or be killed. With one voice they 

cried out, “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.” They desecrated synagogues, ripped apart 
Torah scrolls, and sent entire towns up in flame and smoke. The Jewish communities of Pereyaslav, Boris-
ovka, Piryatin, Boryslaw, Dubno, Lachowicze, and many others were destroyed. Streams of blood flowed 
over the Ukraine. Many Jews were taken into captivity and sold as slaves in Turkey, a large number were 
redeemed through ransom payments. The Lithuanian council to their credit imposed a special tax and tariffs 
especially for the redemption of captive Jews. Many Jews immigrated to central Poland and the others left 
for Western Europe. The drop in the number of the Jewish population during the Ukrainian uprisings was 
about 25%. It is estimated that between 100,000-200,000 Jews died in the Chmielnicki carnage in about 300 
shtetls. This wave of destruction is considered the first modern holocaust, and the worst pogrom against the 
Jews until the W.W.II. 

Chmielnicki marched westward through Galicia, and finally besieged Zamosc in Poland proper (just 
over 100 miles east of Tarnów). He did not press his advantage, however, and with the election of a new 
Polish king in November he returned to central Ukraine. In January 1649 Chmielnicki entered Kiev to tri-
umphal acclaim as liberator.

In 1654 Chmielniki and his followers took an oath of allegiance to Tzar Alexis of Russia, which caused 
friction between Russia and Poland and led to further pogroms against the Jews when a joint Cossack and 
Muscovite army invaded Lithuania. Large sections of the country were devastated, including Vilna and its 
surrounding area, the Cossacks killed every Jews they met. The Tzar banished Jews from towns making them 
leave with only what they could carry. The Lithuanian Talmudist Rabbi Moshe Rivkes tells us in 1655

“The whole congregation fled for their life from the city of Vilna as one man, some in carriages some 
with children on their shoulders.”

 Some who escaped fell prey to the Swedish forces in the area fighting the Poles in the devastating forty 
year was known as “The deluge” 1655 - 1690.

 The Jewish Lithuanian Council ordered a period when “No musical instruments be heard in the House 
of Israel, not even the musical entertainment at weddings, for one full year”. The 20th of Sivan which falls 
between May and June was established as the official day of mourning for the massacre. In some east Euro-
pean communities it was observed until the Holocaust.

Tarnow just escaped this evil and must have been a haven for fleeing Jews.

1655-1690 Sweden- Poland Wars 
Great Northern War

(maps 13-14)

By 1654 Poland and Sweden had been in almost constant dispute since 1600. In 1654 the Russian 
army, profiting by continual conflicts in Ukraine, and quarrels between Lithuanian magnates, conquered 
vast areas of Poland almost without even fighting. In this situation, newly crowned king of Sweden Charles 
Gustav X offered Polish king John Casimir help in the war against the Russian tsar. The price Sweden 
claimed for this help was the land of Kurland and probably other areas on the coast. Poland rejected this 
proposal and as a result in March 1655 in Stockholm, war was declared against Poland. The main objective 
was to defeat Poland before Russia could achieve it. 

The conflict, named ‘the Swedish deluge’ started in July 1655 with the attack from Infantry in West 
Pomerania. This war very quickly turned out to be a catastrophe for Poland. Capitulation ‘en mass’ in Ujscie 
in July, led to the conquest of the Polish capital Warsaw. Kraków soon surrendered cutting of the Polish army 
escape route to Silesia. Russia occupied Minsk, Vilno, Kovno and Grodno. The majority of the Polish army 
accepted Swedish ruling, this all happened in only four months of conflict.

However the Poles very quickly became disenchanted by their new rulers, who set new taxes, and had 
intolerance towards Catholics leading to a siege of the monastery in Czestochowa, that led to a Polish upris-
ing. 

There were numerous and merciless cruelties by both sides. Again the Jews were the victims, being 
spared by the Swedes, thereby accused by the Poles as being in collusion with the enemy, and they were bru-
tally annihilated. Many communities were destroyed. In Plock the town was almost completely destroyed, 
The streets of the Jews were set on fire, and what remained was plundered by the rioting Polish soldiers, very 
few managed to escape with their lives. Kraków was captured and occupied. 

The war lasted five years, and ended with the peace agreement in Oliwa in 1660, where John Casimir 
resigned the right to the Swedish throne and Sweden lost the dreams of ruling over the Baltic Sea. 

After ‘the Swedish deluge’ Poland was economically ruined and population took several hundred years 
to recover but they did not lose any territory during this war.

The outcome of this event for Jews was the dispersal of Jews from north and east Poland towards the 
south (Galicia) as although this area was also invaded, it was not as devastated as the rest of Poland.

Vienna: Ferdinand III - 1670 
In 1599 the thirty-one Jewish families in Vienna were taxed the huge sum of twenty thousand florins. 

Unable to raise the money, they were driven out of the city, but later returned. In 1637 the Christian mer-
chants of Vienna petitioned Emperor Ferdinand III “to drive out all the Jews three miles beyond this city, if 
not from the whole country.” The emperor resolved the matter with a compromise. He forbade Jews to trade 
in the inner city where the Christian merchants’ shops and counting-houses were situated. This segregation 
resulted in the near ruin of the Jewish traders.

Again in 1670 the Vienna City Council raised a clamour for the immediate expulsion of the Jews. It 
charged them with having had secret and treacherous commerce with the enemy Swedes. The mob believed 
it and, unhindered by the authorities, looted all Jewish homes and shops. In consequence, on March 1, 1670, 
the emperor signed the decree of expulsion. He went much further than the city authorities had petitioned for, 
he included in the expulsion all Jews living in Upper and Lower Austria as well. They were directed never 
to return.

Galicia to the north was the nearest place of refuge for Jews. In 1670 the Tarnów overlord gave permis-
sion for extensive Jewish settlement in the town by permitting new buildings outside the city walls. This was 
a few years after the Black Plague had swept through Tarnów in 1668; many Jews would have died leaving 
houses unoccupied. That new buildings were required to house the newcomers signifies a large influx of Jews 
from nearby Austria.
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Plague & anti Jewish riots in Kraków
1668-1682

In 1677 a plague in Kraków and Kazimierz killed many people including over 100 Jews in Kazimierz. 
Kraków and most of the Jewish quarter in Kazimierz was abandoned, Jews were blamed and persecuted. 
The community reorganised in 1680 and reopened its yeshivas, but was intimidated again two years later by 
renewed anti-Jewish rioting. The same plague killed Jews in Tarnów but there is no evidence of pogroms.

 Anti-Semitic laws & expulsions: Prussia 1714-1750
In 1701, Prussia became a kingdom. The kings’ interest in foreigners changed considerably. The King 

had collected taxes and also protected Jewish traders against the guilds in order to promote free trade. Later 
King Frederick I and Frederick William I were merely interested in taxes, Jewish obligations were increased. 
The Jews had to pay taxes not only for permission to marry, but also for travelling, for the building of a syna-
gogue in 1714 and for permission to have children.

In 1724 the expulsion of mainly poor East European Jews was ordered. In 1728 it was suggested refus-
ing residence permission to any new member so that the Jewish community would die out, though this was 
not implemented. In 1734 a hundred and fourteen families of poorer Jews were driven out. Frederick Wil-
liam, also restricted trades that Jews could participate in, e.g. wool and cloth, which played an important role 
in Jewish trade. 

Frederick the Great continued the policy of exploiting the Jews. In his ‘Revised General-Privileges’ 
(‘Revidierten General-Privilegium’) of 1750, which continued to be the legal basis until the emancipation 
edict in 1812. A family could only have a residence permit for one child, for the second a fortune of 1,000 
thalers had to be produced, for the third 2,000. New residents from abroad had to show a fortune of 10,000 
thalers. Alternatively, one could get a resident permit if one ran a factory. 

The constant anti-Semitism in Hohenzollern is mirrored in their laws as well as in their wills and is 
typical for the time. The soldier king wrote in his instructions for his successor that he should be aware of the 
Jewish community being a risk to the Christian citizens or even Christianity, because the Jews had murdered 
Christ. Hence, they had to be treated accordingly, suppressed, massively taxed, and driven out if not able to 
pay. 

The enlightened Frederick II remarked ‘The Jews are the most dangerous sect of all. They severely 
damage the Christian trade and are useless for the state. We need the Jews for the linen trade with the Polish 
lands, but we have to make sure their number will not increase. Not only a certain number of families, but of 
actual people should not be exceeded. We must limit their trade by excluding them from wholesale trading, 
and only allow them to trade on a small scale.”

Charles VI anti Semitic laws in the 
Austrian-Hungarian Empire 1726

In 1726, an order made by Habsburg ruler Charles VI, that the number of Jewish families was to be 
limited by quota to 8,541 in Bohemia and 5,106 in Moravia. To enforce this quota (“numerus clausus”), a so-
called “Familianten” order was issued. Only the first-born son of each Jewish family was given permission 
to marry (called a “copulatio consensus”) and he had to live in the same area. Other children had no citizen 
rights and had to leave the country. The permits could also be sold if there were no son to inherit them. The 
Familianten order was in force until 1848. As a result, many Jews who could not obtain marriage permits 
emigrated from Bohemia and Moravia. For example, by 1900 almost half of the Jews in Hungary were of 
Bohemian or Moravian decent. Tarnow at the time was in Poland but when it became part of the Austrian-
Hungarian Empire in 1772 these laws applied.

 Russia: Expulsion of the Jews by
Tsarina Catherine I 1727

Tsarina Catherine I ordered the Jews to be expelled in 1727 “Immediately from Russia to beyond the 
border”. But the following year, for practical consideration she modified her original order. 

“The Jews are permitted to visit temporarily the fairs of Little Russia for commercial purposes, but they 
are only allowed to sell their goods wholesale, and not retail, by ells and in pounds.”

 This fear of competition disturbed Christian shopkeepers all over Europe as they tried to keep Jews out 
of the retail trade. 

 Elizabeth Petrovna Empress of Russia (1741-62) Anti-
Semitism 1742 

The youngest daughter of Peter the Great and Catherine I. became empress in 1741 by staging a blood-
less coup overthrowing the young Czar, Ivan IV. Soon after becoming empress she showed anti-Semitic 
traits, and in 1742 Czarina Elizabeth Petrovna ordered the expulsion of the Jews living in her kingdom unless 

“They shall be willing to accept the Christian religion of the Greek persuasion.”
 When the senate attempted to obtain cancellation of the expulsion order by pointing out the economic 

loss which would be suffered by the Russian merchants and the state, the Czarina retorted: “I do not want 
any benefit from the enemies of Christ.” By 1753 she had expelled thirty-five thousand Jews from Russia 

Maria Theresa Expels Jews from 
Bohemia & Monrovia 1744-45 

During the war of the ‘Austrian Succession’ Austrian Hungarian Empress Maria Theresa accused the 
Jews of secretly helping her most hated enemies the Prussians. She issued the decree in 1744 expelling the 
Jews from Bohemia

“Her Royal Highness, our most gracious Mistress Empress Maria Theresa, did for several extremely 
cogent reasons on the 18th and today on the 22nd of December of the year 1744, pass the supreme decree 
that no more Jews will be tolerated in the patrimonial kingdom of Bohemia in the future.”

A similar decree was issued in the same year expelling the Jews from Monrovia
In 1745 after Frederick the Great’s Prussian troops had left the city, the Empress Maria Theresa issued 

the further decree
“No Jew is to be within the royal city of Prague; should the contrary be the case, he will be removed by 

the military. After those six months have past (during which the Jews of Prague are to dispose of their pos-
sessions) all Jews shall leave the entire kingdom of Bohemia and shall be found nowhere within its borders 
in the future….”

The Roman Catholic rector of the university of Prague, as he watched aghast the procession of exiled 
Jews, was constrained to observe: 

“Dreadful indeed is the spectacle of these people as they and their children depart in the blistering 
cold” 

The highways were clogged with them and the roadside was lined with the dead and the sick. Thus in 
one day eight centuries of continuous Jewish community life and of dynamic religious intellectual striving 
were wiped out. It was as if they had never been. It was only three years later the Imperial Treasury in Vienna 
began to feel acutely the financial loss resulting from the expulsion. The empress then regretted her excessive 
“patriotic” resentment against the Jews. In fact, upon investigation, the Imperial Military Council discovered 
and announced that there was no evidence in the charge that the Jews of Prague had treasonable relations 
with the Prussians and they were given permission to return. By that time all of the survivors had resettled 
elsewhere and it was some years before the community recovered.
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Frederick the Great of Prussia passes
 Anti- Semitic laws 1750

In 1750 Frederick the Great proclaimed “The revised General Privilege and Regulation for the Jewry of 
the Kingdom of Prussia”. It set down the number of Jewish families permitted to live in every district and city, 
and divided the Jewish population into distinct categories:

1. Protected and generally privileged Jews (having the right to settle in any city of their choice, to engage 
in all branches of trade and industry, and to bequeath their rights of domicile to their sons (the number of such 
Jews was very small)

2. Ordinary Protected Jews (having the right of domicile in one particular city, which they could bequeath 
to their eldest son only). Not allowed to work in crafts organised in guilds or to engage in certain branches of 
trade (e.g. wines, livestock)

3. Extraordinary Protected Jews (their rights of domicile could not be passed on automatically). The 
category included liberal professions and public servants. They were not allowed to marry among themselves.

4. Tolerated Jews. The category included employees, domestic servants, tutors, etc. Not allowed to marry 
on pain of expulsion.

5. 1768: Marriage licences for a first or second son and permission to buy a house conditional upon the 
purchase of a fairly substantial amount of porcelain from the government factory

 The Seven Year War 1756-1763
The Seven Years’ War involved nearly every nation in Europe. In Europe, Prussia and Austria fought 

each other for control of Germany. Britain aided Prussia, and France helped Austria. 
The War resulted from the desire of Maria Theresa, ruler of Austria, to recover the recently lost province 

of Silesia from Frederick the Great, king of Prussia. She allied herself with Czarina Elizabeth of Russia. 
By terms of the peace signed in Hubertusburg early in 1763, most of Silesia remained under Prussian 

rule, and other boundaries stayed as they had been before the war. There were no territorial changes in Europe. 
The Treaty of Paris settled disputes between France, Spain, and Britain. There is no evidence that Jews were 
persecuted during this period, but it was a time of major upheaval.

Haidamaks Massacres 1734-1783 
The paramilitary bands of Cossacks and serfs called Haidamaks rioted much in the same vein as Che-

mielnicki the previous century. Although the Haidamak pogroms began in the 1730’s the main rioting was 
during the years 1734, 1750 and 1768. It is estimated that during these years 20,000 Jews were killed. In 1768 
at Uman in the Ukraine the Poles and Jews defended the city together under the Polish commanders Ivan 
Gonta and Maxim Zheleznyak. The next day, convinced by Zheleznyak the Polish revolutionary, that only the 
Jews would be attacked, Gonta allowed the fortified city to be entered without a fight. Approximately 8000 
Jews were killed, many of them trying to defend themselves near the synagogue. As soon as the Jews were 
all massacred the Haidamaks began to kill the Poles. The Haidamacks boasted that they were heroes because 
they were cruel, butchering infants in their cradles. They were promised by the Catholic priest’s complete 
absolution if they would slaughter the unfortunate Jews. 

The Haidamaks became part of the Ukrainian national movement and are celebrated in folklore and 
literature. 

 Kraków trade prohibit ion 1761
Kraków non-Jews protested against Jewish traders but were ineffectual and Jews became involved 

in many areas of trade, including furs, wax, soap, salt and tobacco. Jews served as gold and silversmiths 
and worked in the import-export industries. Then, in 1761, the Senate of Poland gave in to pressure and 
prohibited Jewish commerce in Kraków causing poverty amongst the Jews leading to many leaving town. 

Kraków and The Confederation of Bar
1768-1772 

The Confederation was the union formed at the city of ‘Bar’ in Podolia (now W Ukraine), by a faction of 
Polish nobles and the Roman Catholic clergy for the purpose of defending Polish independence and Roman 
Catholicism, and of opposing the interference of Catherine II of Russia in Polish affairs. It also opposed the 
Russian-backed Polish king, Stanislaus II. In 1772 the confederation fought a bitter war against Russia; it 
ended with the dissolution of the confederation and the First Partition of Poland. 

One of the worst chapters in the history of Kraków, for decades afterwards people used to recall those 
terrible days when the city frequently changed hands. Both Russian and Ukrainian Cossacks set fire to 
houses in the city, took many prisoners and plundered the towns merchants, artisans and clergy.

For Jews this period was even more terrible than for the other citizens. Both the Russians and the 
Confederates considered the Jews as enemies from the start. Without mercy they killed Jews. Both sides 
demanded free deliveries of food and merchandise for their soldiers and people for armed help and espio-
nage service.

Not one Jewish house in Kazimierz emerged intact. Most of the stores were plundered and the com-
munity oppressed. 

Tarnow did not escape this war as the Russians passed through they attacked the Jews so there is little 
justification in saying our family came to Tarnow during this period except that it was safer in a smaller 
town that did not have to be subjugated.
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 Russian-Turkish Wars 1769-1792
The early Russian-Turkish Wars were mostly sparked by Russia’s attempts to establish a warm-water 

port on the Black Sea, which lay in Turkish hands. 
When the Russians overran Moldavia and Rumania Jews were assaulted. Their best route to safety was 

towards Galicia. 

 Austrian-Hungarian Toleration edicts 
1780-1800 (map 14)

The ‘Enlightenment’ period became a milestone in the legal and social position of Jewish communities 
in Austria (Tarnow was part of Austria-Hungary since 1772). Joseph II’s reforms, were intended to set Jews 
on the road to emancipation.

The Edicts of Toleration reflects a fundamental change in the state’s approach to Jews. The principal 
purpose of the laws was to enable Jews to participate in the political and economic system and be ”useful for 
the State.” Jews had been tolerated ever since the Middle Ages to follow their religion, but who as citizens 
had enjoyed no rights whatsoever. Measures accompanying the Edict abolished a whole set of mediaeval 
discriminatory rules and limitations. The obligation to wear the Jewish sign (a yellow mark on clothing) was 
abolished. The schooling of Jews in all types and levels of schools, including universities (except theologi-
cal schools), was permitted. Jews were allowed to receive academic degrees, to perform professions and 
occupations formerly prohibited to them and, last but not least, to live outside the ghettos based on their 
personal discretion and the permission of the relevant authorities. The Jews could thus take advantage of 
new possibilities in business and penetrate into industries and agriculture, even if the prohibition on purchas-
ing and owning land was still in force for them. Full access to these industries during the course of the 19th 
century brought full civil equality to the Jews (according to non Jewish reports, the reality is it increased 
anti-Semitism as Jews prospered). 

To integrate and Germanize Jews into the empire, these edicts were issued concerning the status of the 
Jews in the Habsburg lands. 

1781: Toleration Edicts for Bohemia and Silesia
1782: Toleration Edicts for Lower Austria and Moravia
1783: Toleration Edict for Hungary
1787: Regulation requiring Jews to adopt permanent surnames. These to be taken from specially pre-

pared lists where the names were all German in accordance to the language of the empire. 
1788: Regulation extending to Jews the obligation of military service.
1789: Edict of Toleration for Galicia. 
All these edicts granted Jews limited civic rights, freedom to settle in towns, permission to engage in all 

handicrafts and to open factories. At the same times they forbade Jews to lease inns, distilleries or breweries 
and to engage in the sale of liquor.

1782 Joseph II’s Toleration Edict for the Jews of Moravia,: Excerpts:
 
“Since coming to power, We have been most particular to ensure that all Our subjects, without distinc-

tion of nationality and religion, should share in the public prosperity which We hope to increase by Our 
care, and that they may enjoy freedom according to the law and find no obstacle to earning their living in 
every honourable way and contribute to the general industriousness. Since Our gracious intention can defi-
nitely not be reconciled with the existing laws against the Jewish People in Our Patrimonial Margravate of 
Moravia and the so-called Jewish laws. We wish to modify these by virtue of the present Edict…However, 
Our Highest Intention is in no way to increase the number of Jewish believers in Moravia (which is east of 
Kraków) through this new ordinance….Rather, we expressly wish that they should remain….exactly as they 
are now; their established number is not to be exceeded, nor should Jews settle in the future where no Jews 
have lived before, except if they wish to build a factory or introduce a useful trade in some village, market, 
or town, or possibly on a piece of land previously not built on….”

1. Nor is it Our Highest Intention to allow the Jews to establish their own printing work, but if they 
wish to import Jewish books from other countries. They are obliged to seek approval in each individual case, 
because this goes against the general ban, and to submit the foreign books to censorship. Thus the prefer-
ential treatment accorded to the Jewish people through the present amendment is due to the following: Our 
aim is to make them more useful and of greater service to the state, in particular through better education, 
instruction of their young people, and through the use of the sciences, arts, and crafts.

2. We give them permission to establish their own normally equipped schools at their own cost with 
teachers from among their fellow believers…. These future elementary schools will be under the same 
supervision as all German schools….

3. In those places where there is no German school, we permit and order them to send their children to 
the Christian schools (elementary, technical high and grammar schools) where arrangements will be made 
according to Our strict orders that the Jewish children, just like the Christian ones, will learn the same sub-
jects but will be let out of school at the time of religious instruction…

4. We will allow the wealthier young people of the Jewish nation the opportunity to make use of the 
universities for higher academic education…

5. To increase their ability to maintain themselves and earn a living, all Jews who are within the fixed 
number of a community shall be granted permission to farm the land and to lease plots of land for 20 years 
or more…

6. We give them the general right to embrace every type of craft and trade, for the learning of which 
they may apprentice themselves to Christian masters in the privileged Royal and other municipal cities….

7. Professional Jews may also be allowed to become members of a guild if they so desire, but only 
where there are Jewish communities and with the proviso that the fixed number of Jewish families is not 
exceeded….

8. We also grant Jews free choice among all the non-bourgeois branches of trade, and entitle them to 
gain authorisation for wholesale business….

9. We take this opportunity to renew the permission to set up factories.
10. With the opening of so many opportunities to earn a living, and the consequent diverse relations 

with Christians, the maintenance of mutual trust demands the abolition of Hebrew language as well as the 
mixture of Hebrew and German [Yiddish], the so-called Jewish language and script. We therefore expressly 
forbid the use of this in all public proceedings, judicial and non-judicial, and ordain that they should instead 
use the language of the country [within two years]…. [German].…all documents written after that period in 
the Hebrew language or in Hebrew or Jewish script shall be null and void.

11. We hereby repeal all tolls levied on Jews entering any town….as well as the double legal taxes, and 
allow the Jews free entry into our royal cities from time to time in pursuance of their business. They also no 
longer need to take board and lodging solely with Jews or to eat in Jewish eating houses….

12. We totally abolish all distinguishing marks and features that have been common until now, such as 
the wearing of beards, special clothes, the prohibition of going out before noon on Sundays and holidays, of 
visiting places of public entertainment, etc... On the contrary, dignitaries will be allowed to wear a sword.

13. Since we now treat the Jewish people as almost equal to other foreigners of related religions in 
regard to their dietary customs and the enjoyment of civil and domestic comforts, We instruct them most 
earnestly to observe meticulously all political, civic, and judicial laws of the country…. And we consider it 
their duty as well as a mark of their gratitude, that they should not abuse this Our favour and the freedom 
that has accrued to them. And that they should not cause public offence through dissipation and excesses, 
and that they should not denigrate the Christian religion in any way or show disdain for it and its servants, 
for a heinous deed of this kind will be severely punished, and whoever committed it will be banished from 
all our lands. 

From the very first edict thousands of Jewish families immigrated into Galicia towns of which the larg-
est in order were: Kraków, Tarnów, Przemysl, Rzeszów, Nowy Sacz and Jaroslaw. This was on the fringe of 
the Austrian Hungarian Empire and was less regulated than the mainstream area. It is very probable that our 
ancestors were included amongst these families.
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 Edict of Toleration for Galicia. 1789:
It annulled the differences which legislation has so far maintained between the Christian and the Jewish 

subjects and granted the Jews living in Galicia 
“All the liberties and rights which Our subjects enjoy. Galician Jewry will therefore from now on be 

treated like all the other subjects as regards their rights and duties.” 
The Edict placed the Jews under general jurisdiction, extended to them municipal citizenship and 

granted them access to public service in towns conditional on property qualifications and consent of munici-
pal authorities. However the promise that Jews would be treated “like all other subjects” was only partially 
carried out. The municipal authorities often refused to give consent to the stipulations concerning municipal 
citizenship and public service. Some special taxes remained in force, such as kosher meat tax (1784), the 
marriage tax, and candle tax, and the ban on Jewish settlement in the villages was retained, except in the case 
of those Jews who were engaged in agriculture or handicrafts. 

The Pale of Settlement
 Czarina Catherine ‘The Great’ Russia 1792-95 

In 1772, the dismemberment of Poland by Austria, Prussia and Russia began. By the third and final par-
tition of Poland in 1795, after which Poland ceased to exist as a sovereign nation until 1918, over one million 
unwanted and despised Jews found themselves living under the iron fist of the Russian Czarina.

Catherine II found herself after the second partition of Poland with even more Jews than her predeces-
sors. Her problem was how to keep them out of Holy Mother Russia. This was when the settlement area 
known as ‘The Pale of Settlement’ was formed for Jews although the actual term was not used till 1835. This 
reached from the Black Sea to the Baltic and included the districts that had formed the western boundary of 
Russia and the eastern provinces of Poland. The term ‘Pale’ (from the Latin Palus, “stake”) is used to desig-
nate a district with distinct boundaries.

Jews needed special permits to travel outside the Pale and inside, their freedom of movement was 
severely restricted. Furthermore, czarist authorities tried to integrate the Jewish population into the estate 
system of Russian society (Enlightenment and assimilation). Since most Jews lived in cities and towns, 
they were classified as ‘urban population’. The urban population in Russia was divided into six categories, 
depending on occupation and financial standing. Each of the categories had different rights and obligations 
(tax, military service etc..). In 1804, the Jewish urban population was included in four categories: burgh-
ers, merchants, artisans and entrepreneurs; those who lived in the villages and were engaged in agriculture 
were included in the peasant estate. In effect, the Jews formally acquired the rights possessed by each of the 
categories of the Christian population, such as freedom of economic activity, access to guilds, participation 
as voters and candidates in elections to municipal councils, and holding of some official positions. Depend-
ing on their estate, Jews could also become medical doctors, stockbrokers or lawyers. Jews also remained 
exempted from military service until 1827, paying instead a special exemption tax. In practice, however, 
the rights gained by the Jews were often restricted e.g. the number of Jews in municipal councils could not 
exceed one-third of their membership irrespective of the number of Jews in a given city or town; in some 
cities, such as Vilnius and Grodno, Jews were excluded from self-government bodies.

After 1804 government policies oscillated between the goals of integrating the Jews in Russian society 
and making them “productive,” (that is, engaged in occupations other than trade) thereby protecting Russian 
society from their allegedly negative influence (economic, religious, ideological). In the early decades of 
the 19th century there were also attempts at converting the Jews to Orthodox Christianity. There was thus 
considerable inconsistency in the treatment of the Jewish community and eventually increasing resistance 
to their integration, with anti-Semitism becoming a powerful force after the assassination of Alexander II in 
1881.

At the beginning of the 19th century, it was claimed that Jews living in the villages in the Belorussian 

provinces were responsible for the poverty of the peasants, the sale of alcohol impoverished them. This led 
to the decision to resettle Jews in the cities, which, was deferred in 1808 and carried out gradually and only 
partially so as not to cause economic havoc in the region.

The desire to integrate the Jews in Russian society led to the opening of Russian schools and uni-
versities to Jewish students, but the resulting growth of Jewish intelligentsia, caused a backlash, as Jews 
became more educated than the Russians. By the 1880’s the government introduced numerous restrictions 
for Jewish students in high schools and universities (10% inside the Pale of Settlement, 5% outside of that 
area and 3% in St. Petersburg and Moscow), so as to impede the further growth of the Jewish intelligentsia, 
which by then was viewed as the main carrier of revolutionary ideas (by 1897 nearly 12% of all people 
employed in art, literature and science were Jews).

Attempts at channelling the Jewish population into agriculture by allowing them to own land in desig-
nated regions met with opposition from the land-owning nobility and were eventually discontinued, partly 
to prevent a situation in which Jewish landlords would own Christians. In 1793 and 1795 further parts of 
Poland were ceded to Russia.

Thousands of Jews fled to Galicia which was the nearest country and which was less oppressive to 
Jews. As map 15 shows It is very possible our ancestors arrived in Tarnow during this period.

 Anti-Semitism in Kraków 1795 
In 1795, Austria annexed Kraków and its surrounding areas and in 1799 all Jewish businesses were 

removed from Kraków by order of the Austrian Authorities, these laws did not apply to Tarnow which was 
already under the Austrian regime.
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 Jewish Tribes
Two events in Jewish history could explain the large Jewish presence in Eastern Europe, these are the 

Khazar and Kairite era’s:
In a conversation with my cousin Ellis Goodman while discussing that it was impossible to trace our 

ancestry further back than 1750 as there are no records before this date. He told me his grandmother Fanny 
Schildkraut nee Grossbard 1867-1961, had told him a story her parents had passed down over a long period. 
Fanny said her family had come from a country in the east hundreds of years ago where all the people were 
Jewish. Ellis had no idea where Fanny was talking about, and he had no knowledge of the Jewish Kingdom 
of Khazaria. Fanny, who could not read English, almost certainly had this story passed down to her so could 
be another step down the genealogy trail taking us back to the 10th century, and definitely worth exploring.

Khazars
In biblical times the Israelites were taken away into exile three times. First in 722 BC when the upper King-

dom of Israel was conquered by the Assyrians, secondly after the destruction of the first temple in 586 BC when 
Jews were expelled by the Babylonians and thirdly in 70 AD when the Romans destroyed the second Temple.

 There is sufficient evidence to establish that some of the Jews taken into captivity in the main disper-
sal’s in 722 BC and 586 BC eventually formed two breakaway communities in north Asia Minor. The area 
that included Hyrcania on the Caspian Sea where the Jews were deported by the Persians after the revolt in 
348 BC, became known as ‘Ashkenaz’. Several hundred miles to the west of Ashkenaz  another community 
became known as Cimmeria. Whether these communities were already in existence before Jews went there 
is disputable.(Map 2)

Though partially independent, they were always under threat from more powerful neighbours, the Per-
sians, Babylonians, Greeks and Assyrians and eventually took their only route to safety across the Caucasus 
mountains. Here they existed amongst many pagan tribes until the Hun invasion in 375 AD. (Map 7)

The Huns from Mongolia conquered and subjugated all the tribes in central and west Asia, and used 
them as Hun auxiliaries in the invasion of Europe. Upon the death of Atilla in 480 AD the Huns retreated 
and left remnants of the many European and Asian tribes including the Sabirs, Avars, Cimmerians, Cumans, 
Medes, Goths, Ostrogoths, Bulgars, Slavs, Pechenegs, Alans, Scythians, Ugrians, and Akatziri. What devel-
oped over the next few hundred years is manifold.

With no records of the Khazars before the 5th century AD it can be assumed they evolved from an 
amalgamation of tribes. Probably the Akatziri were the new name of the Jewish tribe of Ashkenaz who had 
crossed the Caucasus hundreds of years earlier and became the dominant tribe and the precursors of the 
future Khazars. 

Khazaria was situated north of the Caucasus Mountains between the Black and Caspian Sea’s. At its 
maximum extent it included the geographic regions of southern Russia, northern Caucasus, eastern Ukraine, 
Crimea, western Khazakstan, Azerbaijan, Armenia, and north-western Uzbekistan. Both Khazakstan and the 
Caspian Sea derive their names from the Khazars.

 Although Khazaria was ‘one’ kingdom, it was still composed of loosely integrated ethnic tribes, prin-
cipally these divided into two distinct groups, the ‘Black Khazars’ or Kara-Khazars, who were mainly pagan 
darker skinned Turkish nomadic semi-literate horsemen, who fulfilled the role of soldiers to the mounted 

army and were originally from the tribes north of the Caucasus. The literate noble ruling class ‘White Khaz-
ars’ or ‘Ash-Khazars’ were generally lighter skinned, and were educated and followed Hellenistic culture, 
these were considered to be from the tribes who originally came from south of the Caucasus.

They performed governmental tasks such as regulating settlement, trade, taxation, passage and migra-
tion on all who traded in their lands. Once they conquered new territory they installed overlords to act as 
administrators and collectors of tributes from these territories This network of trading posts was along the 
Volga, Don, Donets and Dneiper river systems, as well as along the caravan-roads, where merchants, of 
whom many were Jewish crossed their domain. 

The Khazars played a significant role in European affairs acting as a buffer state between the Islamic 
and the Christian world. 

Khazaria prevented Islam from significantly spreading north of the Caucasus Mountains. This was 
accomplished through a series of wars known as the Arab-Khazar Wars, which took place in the late 7th and 
early 8th centuries. The wars established the Caucasus and the city of Derbent as the boundary between the 
Khazars and the Arabs. 

 The Byzantine were allied with the Khazars, who formed the main bulwark against the dynamic east-
ern forces of Islam. The Arabs, having learned from the Persian attempts to conquer Byzantine that it was 
necessary to crush the Khazars first, they bypassed the formidable natural barrier of the Caucasus range by 
going through the pass at Durband along the Caspian shore, known as ‘the Caspian gateway’ or ‘Durband 
Gate’. After the year 642 they repeatedly drove through the Durband gate, but their incursions into Khaz-
aria were repulsed each time. In 652 they suffered a disastrous defeat in which “four thousand Arabs were 
killed, including their commander Abd-al-Rahman ibn-Rabiah; the rest of the army fled in disorder across 
the mountains.”

The Arabs, frustrated, turned upon Byzantine, besieging Constantinople again and again by land and by 
sea. The Khazars re-entered the fray in 722. Arab sources speak of huge armies engaging in the battlefield 
during multiple campaigns during the ‘Second Arab War.’ 

In 737 a victory was won after an insidious attack which followed an offer of alliance which caught the 
Khazars by surprise, and forced a retreat to the Volga. Fortunately the Muslim pincer movement was halted 
and reversed, and this last Khazar initiative saved both themselves and the Byzantine Empire from being 
inundated and probably destroyed by Islamic hordes. 40,000 Khazar lives were lost in the process of curtail-
ing Arab aggression, Byzantine, the last barrier to European civilisation in the east, would have found itself 
outflanked by the Arabs, and world history might well have been completely different.

The large Khazar military organisation was well prepared to fight wars against Arab and Rus (later the 
Russians) invaders as well as other intruders. In the 7th century, the Khazars took land from the Bulgars who 
dispersed to present day Bulgaria. Many wars occurred during the short time Khazaria existed, and at one 
time they joined the Byzantine in defeating the Persians. 

The Arabs during the expansion of Islam were a constant enemy. Every few decades an effort at peace 
between the two groups would be attempted, only to be undermined by another outbreak of violence. The 
emerging Rus to the north were also defeated, and tribute was exacted to allow Viking and Rus ships to pass 
through Khazar dominated waterways to plunder for treasure in the Persian and Arab cities on the Caspian 
Sea coast and also in Byzantine, where the rewards were greater. 

By the 9th century the militaristic activities in the region gave way to a more peaceful period in which 
the main activities of the Khazars switched from war and conquest, to trade, agriculture, and crafts. Evidence 
indicates that the Khazars were a civilised people who contributed much to the culture and economy of the 
area.

The fortress city of Sarkel located beside the River Don was built by a joint Byzantine-Khazar agree-
ment. The Khazars and their subordinate allies the Magyars appear to have conquered the Kiev region around 
the year 840, establishing a garrison in Kiev itself. 
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MAP 7

Khazaria was well positioned being on the crossroads of east-west trade routes from Europe to India 
and China, the ‘Silk road’, and the route north-south from Europe to the Middle east. 

Publications state that at first Khazaria was a country of no religion believing in shamanism and idolatry 
with small communities of Jews and Christians. A theory is, around 700 AD Khazar King Bulan who was 
constantly attended by merchants on the trade routes, was impressed with the religions of these people. He 
invited a Christian Priest, a Muslim Cleric and a Jewish Rabbi to debate their religions. At the end of the 
discussion he decided to adopt the Jewish religion, and over a short period the Khazar kingdom converted to 
Judaism. This appears to be voluntary as the conversion was not a hundred percent, and not a forced conver-
sion as several anti-Semitic articles imply. Other religions existed side by side with Judaism as indicated by 
an Arab letter in the 9th century which states that in Itil the capital city “the minaret of the mosque was the 
tallest building in the city”. 

Another version of the story is before the adaptation, Jews were able to flourish in Khazaria because 
of the Khazar rulers tolerance, probably through the prosperity that the Jews brought with them. They were 
invited to settle in the country coming from Byzantium and Persia where they were being persecuted. Due 
to the influence of these refugees, the Khazars found the Jewish religion to be appealing and when the rulers 
converted so did the general population adopt Judaism in large numbers, this happened gradually without any 
pressure. 

Both theories are plausible, but they do not take into account the historical evidence of the Diaspora. 
After the destruction of the second Temple in Israel most Jews were taken in captivity to Babylon, which is 
only five hundred miles south of the Caucasus, the southern boundary of the kingdom of Khazaria. Being 
oppressed in Babylon many must have escaped. With India to the east, Persia and the Arabs to the South, 
and the Roman Empire to the west, the only place of refuge was the inhospitable north, where there was a 
natural protective barrier in the Caucasus Mountains. 

 Both the Ashkenaz and Cimmerians have been called ‘lost tribes of Israel’ by some historians. They 
were conquered by the Persian Empire under Cyrus II in 550 BC. The remnants of the Ashkenaz, Cimmeri-
ans, together with other nearby tribes that were also subjugated, namely the Scythians, Ararats and Minni, 
fled north over the Caucasus to re group in their specific tribes. Over the next six hundred years many tribal 
wars occurred leading to the mixing of tribes, until finally in 375 AD the Huns invaded and conquered 
them all. Considering the profile of Jews in modern times, how a very small percentage of the population 
has such an impact on the affairs of their country of residence, it is not difficult to believe the influence the 
Ashkenaz had on the other tribes and led to a sizeable Jewish colony in the Caucasus prior to the formation 
of Khazaria. Khazar King Bulan and much of his kingdom could have converted to Judaism completely 
voluntary or even could have been Jewish at the outset. 

The extent of any conversion is unknown and can only be speculation. An analogy would be to com-
pare it to present day Israel. On the formation of the state of Israel in 1948 there were 600,000 Jews, but due 
to persecution in other countries Jews immigrated to Israel and looked upon it as a land of safety. Within 
fifty years the population had grown ten fold to six million. It is estimated that the maximum population of 
Khazaria was 700,000, using the same basis, 5,000 original Khazars at the time of King Bulan, could easily 
become 700,000 in 300 years. 

The Khazars’ dual-monarchy was a Turkic system under which the ‘Kagan’ was the supreme king 
and the ‘Bek’ was the army leader. Kagan or Khaqan is considered a derivation of Cohen but can not be 
substantiated. A later Kagan, Obadiah greatly strengthened the religion by inviting Rabbi’s to the kingdom. 
They built synagogues and schools for the study of Torah, Mishna and Talmud, the Hebrew language was 
also adopted which is why major Khazar Jewish documents from the 8th -11th century are in Hebrew. 
Although it is relatively easy to adopt a new religion, new customs and new festivals, a new language is 
quite another matter. It is more probable that at first Hebrew was not the common spoken language, but a 
religious and official document language as Latin was and still is in religion today. Hebrew could also be 
the language of ‘Court’; the everyday language of the  Khazar’s was Tshagataish, a central Asian Turkic 
dialect. 

To the south of the Caucasus were the remains of the Sassanian Empire (Persian) which was con-
quered by the Arabs in 635-650 AD and to the south-east was the Byzantine Empire founded after the fall 
of the East Roman Empire. During this period Khazaria had cordial relations with the Turkish Empire of 
Byzantium, and the marriage of Justinian II (704) to Khazar Princess Irena cemented them even further. In 
732 AD there was another marriage when the Byzantine Emperor Leo married his son, the future Constan-
tine V to a Jewish Khazar princess called Theodore. Leo was known as ‘Leo the Khazar’ named after his 
mother Irena. This accentuates that Khazaria was a powerful nation, on a par with the far more historically 
renowned Roman and Byzantine Empires. Unfortunately its few hundred years of power were not enough 
to put it in the forefront of world history, as were these other empires. 
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T h e  K h a z a r  E m p i r e
The first Khazar capital was Balanjar, which is identified with the archaeological site Verkhneye Chir-

Yurt. During the 720’s, the Khazars transferred their capital to Samandar, a coastal town in the north Cauca-
sus noted for its beautiful gardens and vineyards. In 750 the capital was moved to the city of Itil on the edge 
of the Volga River. Itil remained the Khazar capital and administrative centre for at least another 200 years. 
In the early 10th century, Itil’s population was composed mostly of Muslims and Jews with a lesser propor-
tion of Christians. The king’s palace was located on a nearby island which was surrounded by a protective 
wall. The Khazars were semi-normadic staying in their capital during the winter, but living in the surround-
ing steppe in the spring and summer to cultivate their crops. Sarkel was its main fortress, built in 834 along 
the Don River. It was a co-operative Byzantine-Khazar venture probably to protect the northern flank from 
Viking raids. Unfortunately it was flooded by the Soviets as a result of a dam project in the 1960’s. Very little 
archaeological remains are evident of the Khazar Empire making it difficult to put together a clearer picture 
of life, but many Jewish artefacts have, and are still being found.

The town Kiev, is a Khazar name, Küi is a river bank and ev is a settlement. Kiev was on the northern 
borders when Khazaria reached its greatest expansion. Other towns of the Khazars, which also had impor-
tant Jewish communities, included Cherson, Kerch, in the Crimea, Feodosia, Tmutorokan (Phanagoria), and 
Olbia,. The local governors of these cities and districts were usually Jewish. 

Khazaria was on the important “Silk Road” trade route connecting Asia and Europe. Among the goods 
traded along the Khazar routes were silks, furs, candle wax, honey, jewellery, silverware, coins, and spices. 
Jewish Radhanite traders of Persia passed through Itil on their way to western Europe, China, and other 
locations. Khazars traded with the people of Uzbekistan and Volga Bulgharia and also with port cities in 
Azerbaijan and Persia. 

In Itil the Khazars established a supreme court composed of seven members, and every religion was 
represented on this judicial panel according to one contemporary Arab chronicle, the Khazars were judged 
according to the Torah, while the other tribes were judged according to their own laws. 

Jews came to Khazaria from modern day Uzbekistan, Armenia, Hungary, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and many 
other places, as documented by al-Masudi in the ‘Schechter Letter’ (Fragments of letters found in Middle 
East Geniza (old synagogue documents), Saadiah Gaon, and other accounts. The Arabic writer Dimashqi 
wrote that these refugee Jews offered their religion to the Khazar Turks and that the Khazars “found it better 
than their own and accepted it”. The Jewish Radhanite traders may also have influenced the conversion as 
they passed through the country. Adopting Judaism was perhaps also a symbol of political independence 
for Khazaria, holding the balance of power between Muslim Caliphate and the Christian Byzantine Empire.

The Crimean Jewish communities were later supplemented by refugee Jews fleeing the Mazdaq rebel-
lion in Persia, the persecution of Byzantine emperors Leo III and Romanus I, and for a variety of other 
reasons.

During the 10th century, the East Slavs were united under Scandinavian overlords. A new nation, 
Kievan Rus was formed by Prince Oleg. The Rus and the Magyars (present day Hungarians) both adopted 
the dual-kingship system of the Khazars. The Rus princes even borrowed the title kagan. Archaeologists 
recovered a variety of Khazar or Khazar style objects (including clothing and pottery) from Viking grave 
sites in Chernigov, Gnezdovo, Kiev, and even Birka (Sweden). In addition, some Khazar words became part 
of the old East Slavic language.

The decline of the Khazars
The main danger to the Khazars was from the north where over the centuries marauding bands of 

Vikings called Rus had penetrated ever further south from their northern homelands. This branch of Vikings 
originated from eastern Sweden, as distinct from the Norwegians and Danes who raided Western Europe, 
their advance followed the same pattern. It was seasonal and based on strategically placed fortified garrisons, 
which served as strongholds and supply bases for attacks on the villages and towns of the community. 

An historical letter by Masudi states “In this island (Novgorod Russia) there are men to the number of 
100,000, and these men constantly go out to raid the Slavs in boats, and they seize the Slavs and take them 
prisoner and they go to the Khazars and Bulgars and sell them there”. (It is documented that in the Khazar 
capital Itel, there was a slave market). “The Rus have no cultivated lands, nor seed, and live by plunder from 
the Slavs”. 

The size of the raiding Rus fleets were formidable. Masudi speaks of a Rus force entering the Caspian 
from the Volga in 912-13 as comprising “about 500 ships, each manned by 100 persons”. Of these 50,000 
men, he says, 35,000 were killed in battle. This almost certainly is an exaggeration, never-the-less the force 
for the era must have been daunting.

The Vikings progressed from predatory raids and forced commerce, to more or less permanent settle-
ments, and ultimately amalgamation with the conquered native population.

MAP 8
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Final  defeat
From the ninth century the Rus were constantly a threat from the north inflicting one of the most dev-

astating defeats on the Khazars in 965, when Rus Prince Svyatoslav conquered the Khazar fortress of Sarkel. 
The prince raged through all the Jewish towns on the Volga ravaging and slaughtering their enemies. Prince 
Svyatoslav conquered Samander and the Khazar capital Itil after which he campaigned in the Balkans. By 969 
the Khazars had been driven out of the entire Caspian Sea area. 

In 1016 the Rus under Kagan Georgius Tzul allied themselves to the Byzantine and together finally 
defeated the remnants of the Khazar Empire. 

Khazar dispersal
Despite the loss of their nation, the Khazar people were not massacred. All the western and northern 

parts of the old empire were incorporated within the emerging Russian State, the area near the Caspian Sea 
was soon controlled by the ‘Golden Horde’ Mongols. Many Khazars became Muslim or Christian depending 
on where they resided.

P o l a n d
South east Poland was the extreme boundary of the Khazar empire at its greatest expansion. The Rus 

were to the north and east and Byzantine and Arabs to the south. The sparsely populated west would be the main 
route in the 10th century to dispersing Khazars.

A letter written by Rabbi Nissim in 1096 refers to a masonic movement originating from “Al-Kazariyah” 
around the time of the First Crusades. The relevant passage pertaining to the Khazars has been translated as 
follows: 

“And the congregations were agitated and returned to the Lord with fasting and alms. And so from the 
region of Khazaria there went, as they said, seventeen congregations to the “wilderness of the nations,” and we 
know not if they met with the tribes or not.” 

‘The Wilderness of the Nations’, is sometimes interpreted as the sparsely populated land of ‘Poland’. 
The Khazars that remained in the Crimea region further dispersed around 1241 when the area was con-

quered by the invading Mongols of the Golden Horde from the East.
A rich store of early Polish legends exists, despite having been regarded as next to blasphemous by 

churchmen, The very creation of the Polish nation is attributed in these folk tales to a legendary Jew, Abraham 
Prokownik. The Polans were the mightiest of several Slavonic tribes who formed an alliance around the year 
962. They elected Abraham, but a Polan named Piast became the founder of the historic Piast dynasty which 
ruled Poland from circa 962 to 1370.”

In the 10th century Poland was a culturally and economically underdeveloped region which welcomed 
Judaic craftsmen and merchants of all types from everywhere including Khazaria. Many historians believe that 
Judaism was introduced into Poland by the Khazars in the ninth century. Initially this was a trade immigration, 
but with the fall of the Khazar state it assumed much larger proportions. Unfortunately, written records attesting 
to the Khazar presence in Poland have not survived to the present day. Polish chronicles from before the mid-
thirteenth century disappeared during the 12th century Mongol invasion..

Hungary
Hungary is predominantly a mixture of tribes mainly the Patzinaks, Magyars, the Kabars, a Khazar splin-

ter group, and the Khazar Jews themselves. 
After the defeat of the Khazars in 1016, their staunchest allies over the centuries, the Hungarians, under 

Duke Taksony invited many Khazars to settle in his country. After this there are several theories of what hap-
pened to the Khazars. One is that the Khazar Jews in Hungary were absorbed by the Christian population 
surrounding them. According to this view, the Khazars and the Magyars eventually assimilated and became 
one people, while modern Hungarian Jews trace their origins to immigrants from central Europe who came to 
Hungary in the late Middle Ages and had German names. There are Christians today living in the Sopron district 
of Northwest Hungary who believe they descend from Jewish Khazars, even though they no longer observe 
Judaism. 

It appears that Jews who retained their Khazar identity still lived in Hungary as late as the fourteenth cen-
tury. In 1309 a Council of the Hungarian clergy at Pressburg “forbade Catholics to intermarry with those people 
described as Khazars, and this decision received papal confirmation in 1346.

Rumania
At the time of the fall of Khazaria the area that is now Romania was known as Bulgaria, ruled by the 

Bulgar tribe. 
The history of Transylvania is combined with that of Hungary. Towns named Kozarvar (“Khazar Castle”) 

and Kozard were located between the rivers Mures (Maros) and Szamos in western Romania, and Hungarian 
historians believe these were founded by Khazars. An old legend states that Jewish warriors from southern 
Russia invaded and settled in Wallachia and Moldova. According to Alfred Posselt, these warriors were the 
“Red Jews” and came to Romania around the year 1100. “The Jews of the Transylvanian town of Sfintu Gheo-
rghe (which was part of the Kingdom of Hungary) have passed on a narrative that they descend from Turkic 
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Jews, from the east whose nation was conquered by the Rus”. In 1360, King Lajos I of Hungary ordered 
the expulsion of Jews from his territories, yet the Jews in this town were listed as “Hungarians” for the 
census and were spared. These Turkic Jews intermarried with Hungarians and Romanians, but remained a 
cohesive community for centuries. 

Dagistan
 Dagistan is located to the north of Azerbaijan by the Black Sea and although within Khazaria, the 

enclave of Jews is important when discussing the dispersal of the Khazars. Known as the ‘Mountain Jews’ 
they numbered over 50,000 up to the second world war.

As Khazaria was attacked from the north by the Rus it is probable that many Khazar Jews fled to 
Derbent. Because of the continuous history of Dagistan Jewry one can assume they were left relatively 
unscathed by the Rus overthrow of Khazaria. Their language is Juwri (Juhuri), of Old Persian origin, 
related to the Persian spoken by Jews at the time of the Diaspora. 

Another opinion is they are descendants of Israel’s Lost Tribes who began their wanderings after the 
destruction of Jerusalem’s first temple in 722 B.C. Irrespective where they came from they probably would 
have been Khazars at the time of the Empire.

Lithuania
The Khazars had penetrated north-west to Grodno. Lithuania, the Slavic city in which a Judaic 
glassworks was established in the late ninth or early tenth century. Documentation of that event 
is contained in the Judaic libraries assembled by the Jewish Barons Gunzberg and Polakoff. Both 
libraries were confiscated by the Bolsheviks and stored away in the Hermitage in Leningrad.

According to historian Martin Gilbert, Jews migrated from Khazaria to Lithu-
ania in 1016. Even in this century up to the present time, Jewish families from Vilnius 
claim Khazar ancestry. It seems that many rabbinical Jews from Lithuania and Poland had 
ancestors from the Crimea. It is questionable if these ancestors came immediately after the Khazar king-
dom collapsed in 1016, or in many small steps according to pogroms and expulsions over the years

The Crimea 
Jews have lived in the Crimea since biblical times, it was one of the shipping routes from Israel, and 

other Mediterranean countries for merchants going north and east across Asia to the far east and was one 
of the starting points for the ‘Silk route’ to China. The Crimea, which was part of the Khazar Empire, was 
also an entry port for persecuted Jews journeying by sea. From here, in time most would have spread out, 
but many remained to form several distinct communities. These intermarried with the Khazars and the 
Crimea became an assimilated Khazarian district.

Little is known about the Crimea during the Khazar regime but an excavation led to some interest-
ing discoveries. In a Crimean cemetery dating from the end of the eighth to the beginning of the ninth 
centuries, archaeologists have unearthed hundreds of brick fragments inscribed with menorahs and other 
Jewish symbols, including at least one small six-pointed Star of David. Some brick fragments were also 
inscribed with Hebrew letters. 

In the fourteenth century Grand Duke Witovt of Lithuania invited the Jews of the Crimea to his coun-
try to help develop foreign commerce. Jews settled in several Lithuanian cities.

The Crimean Jews formed several separate sects of which one was known as ‘Krymchaks’. Accord-
ing to an 1897 census there were 5,700 Krymchaks in the Crimean town of Karasu Bazar. The Russian 
Civil War in 1920--1921 and the ensuing famine forced some Krymchaks to emigrate to Turkey and the 
U.S.A. During the German occupation the Nazis annihilated the remaining Krymchaks of Crimea who are 
considered to be descended from the Khazars, although the name is more a regional name than a religious 
sect. 

Another Jewish sect that lived in the Crimea from biblical times that could be extremely important in 
the route between Israel and Tarnów, are the ‘Karaites’.
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Khazar Empire was formed it was the Karaite influence that was paramount in the conversion of the Khazar 
monarchy to Judaism. At a later date when traditional Jews flocked to Khazaria as a land of safety, the 
Karaites were soon in a minority. It was then that the Karaites were exiled into the Crimea enclave. This 
theory would fit best into the controversial Khazar, Karaite enigma. 

Their earliest existent record’s are Aaron ben Joseph’s report, from the last quarter of the thirteenth 
century, about a feud with Radhanite traders in Solkhat in the Crimea, on a matter of the Jewish calendar, 
and another document from Petahya of Regensburg in Germany mentions late in the twelfth century “Jewish 
heretics who do not lighten Sabbath candles in the ‘Land of Kedar’.” He refers to Crimea as the “Land of 
Khazaria”. Probably the Kedars were the Kavars or Kabars that broke away from the Khazars on religious 
differences. 

When both Byzantine and the Mongol Empire declined, the trading towns of the Crimea were adminis-
tered in the fifteenth century by the Republic of Genoa. They inhabited four main towns, Feodosia, Solkhat, 
Chufut-Kale and Eupatoria.

Many Karaites are found today throughout Russia particularly in the Vilna region, unfortunately the 
Nazis murdered almost all the 10,000  Crimean Karaites during the war. 

There are other communities in the USA, and some in east European countries including Poland, Lithu-
ania and Hungary. Due to a dispute during world war II when the Karaites, in order to protect their commu-
nity denounced Judaism and took up a form of Christianity, which generated a conflict within Judaism that 
is still unresolved today. I approached the Karaite society who seemed to be more akin to ‘Jews for Jesus’ 
than Jewish. 

T h e  K a r a i t e s

The Karaites, were a Jewish sect considered to have been formed before the destruction of the second 
Temple in 70 AD.

This splinter group rejected the Talmud insisting that the bible alone was a sufficient code of behaviour 
which individuals could interpret according to their conscience. “Karaite” or “Karaim” in Hebrew means ‘a 
champion of the scriptures’. 

The Karaites, in denying the traditional Oral Law, maintained that the Bible should be the only guide for 
Jewish life and faith, that the Torah contained all the necessary knowledge, and it was not necessary for personal 
opinion. Accordingly they had a great interest in ancient manuscripts of the bible, and have been linked with the 
Dead Sea scrolls. Because of their beliefs they did not recognise post-biblical holidays as Chanukkah, or use 
Mezuzahor, or Taphilin. They did not read the Mishna and considered the Talmudists a pedantic lot preoccupied 
with themselves by postulating their own interpretation of the Bible.

All contact with the Karaites was forbidden by the rabbinical authorities, and in order to prevent the spread 
of heresy, they were obliged to live in small Ghettos in the midst of the larger Jewish ghettos in Babylon. Over 
the next few hundred years the Karaites following in Mesopotamia increased. 

The Persian empire including Mesopotamia was conquered by the Arabs in 650 AD in the early expansion 
of Islam, at the same time the Khazar Empire was being formed to the north of the Caucasus mountains. The 
Karaites moved east with the remnants of the defeated Persian Empire, and in 750 AD they revolted against their 
Persian masters. When the revolt failed they fled in the only safe direction, north to Khazaria where they were 
aware of other Jewish communities. 

The philosophy of the Karaites was not new, and was first practised by the Sadducees before the destruction 
of the second Temple, many Karaites claimed that they were the direct descendants or followers of the hereditary 
Sadducee dynasty.

A further theory is the Karaites were already established in the Crimea and nearby lands and when the 
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The Si lk Route of  the
‘Radhanite  Jews’

The pagan Khazars may have adopted the Jewish religion because of their close contact with Jews on 
the “Silk Route”

Jews have often dominated international trade. With Jewish communities in most countries there was 
a ready made network of people united with a common language, Hebrew. They also spoke Arabic, Persian, 
Greek, Spanish, “Frankish” and “Slav” languages. When trade reached areas with no Jewish presence, it was 
not long before Jews established a congregation. 

In the Talmudic period an estimate of up to two million Jews were concentrated in the heartland of 
Babylonia, the hub from which the Trans-Asian “Silk Routes” radiated out to the East and West. The traffic 
passed through a complex of Judaic cities  at the agricultural and industrial centre of Babylonia in which 
great Judaic universities thrived. The trading posts that sprang up along the routes became bustling cities: 
Samarkhand, Bukhara, Tashkent and others. Each town had a large population of Jewish artisans and mer-
chants. In the twelfth century, a Jewish population of 50,000 was reported in Samarkhand alone.

Kaifeng, the terminus of the silk route in 1163 erected an imposing synagogue that accommodated a 
community of three thousand worshippers. Several ancient Chinese drawings depict lengthy caravans head-
ing out westward across a bridge spanning the river. Many of these travelling Jewish merchants were known 
as Radhanite Jews, who were considered to be from the east shore of the Tigris in Mesopotamia known as 
the ‘district of Radhan’. 

KEY:  
1  I722-586 BC: Jews taken into captivity  to  

Assyria and Babylon 
2.  586BC-300 AD Jewish communities in  Cimme-

ria and Ashkenaz
3. 300-500 AD Jews cross the Caucasus and  

amalgamate with other tribes 
4. 500-700AD The Ashkenaz become the Agaziri 

and later the Khazar          
5. 700-1016  Empire of Khazaria
6.1016 AD Khazaria defeated. Jews disperse into 

Europe. Ruling class ‘Ash Khazars’ become 
known as the ‘Ashkenazi’ Jews.

An obvious conclusion is the connection between the Ashkenaz people of Asia Minor and the Ashke-
nazi Jews of Europe. There is no indisputable explanation of why the German Jews became synonymous with 
this name. Many suppositions exist but the idea that they came from the Khazars is largely ignored because 
they consisted of ‘converted pagans’ so were not ‘true Jews’, therefore to class the Ashkenazi Jews as Khazar 
descendants would debase orthodox Judaism.

Because the name “Ashkenaz” was applied in rabbinical literature in medieval times for Germanic 
people, and later for German Jews, all north European Jews became known as Ashkenazi. When examining 
the many theories, it is not difficult to link them together and substantiate that the Ashkenaz of Biblical times 
are the same as the Khazars, and the Germanic Ashkenaz. One point is certain ‘Ashkenaz’ cannot derive solely 
from the German belief as Germany did not exist when Ashkenaz was first used as a name of a tribe or country 
over one thousand years earlier. It follows that the use of Ashkenaz to describe German Jews must have been 
taken from a previously used situation, where a Jew who lived in the German area of north west Europe was 
in some way associated to a Jew living in Askkenaz. This could either be through the language they spoke, 
their appearance or most probably the area they originated from. 

The earliest reference to Germanic Jews being called Ashkenaz was in the 10th century. Rashi and Rabbi 
Eliezer ben Nathan both refer to Ashkenaz as ‘Teutonic tribes ’. This at the time when the Khazar Empire was 
already defeated, so was this coincidence or due to the influx of immigrant Khazars into the ‘German area’? 
Middle East sources also in the 10th century at the time of the first Crusade called the Crusaders who were 
mainly Germans “Ashkenaz”. long after  the country Ashkenaz had ceased to exist.  

There is enough evidence to establish that the Jews taken into captivity in the two main dispersal’s of 722 
BC by the Assyrians, and 586 BC by the Babylonians, formed splinter groups with two communities in Asia 
Minor at the foot of the Caucasus mountains, Cimmerai and Ashkenaz.  There are several instances where 
Jews were relocated in these areas. 

730 BC Assyrian King Sargon II resettles Jews 
from Israel into Medes in Asia Minor.

350 BC  King Cyrus of Babylonia  deports Jews 
to Hyrcania on the Caspian Sea coast.

200 BC  Persian ruler Antiochus III 
allowed about 10,000 Jews to have their own 
community in Lydia and Phrygia

20 AD  Parthian King Artabanus III 
allowed a Jewish state in north Mesapota-
mia.

Apart from the Cimmerai tribe in Asia 

MAP 11a

A s h k e n a z i  J e w s
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minor, at a later date there was a Cimmerian tribe to the north of the Caucasus who gave their name to the 
Crimea peninsular. This north Caucasus tribe is recognised by most historians as being the same tribe as the 
one south of the Caucasus that had migrated north. 

There is no record of the Ashkenaz tribe existing north of the Caucasus Mountains, but as outlined the 
Ashkenaz could have become known as the Agaziri, once the name took the north Caucasus slav pronuncia-
tion.

An interesting point is the location of Khazaria, right at the junction of the Caucasus Mountains between 
the Black and Caspian Sea. This is the first place that a community crossing the Caucasus would establish 
itself.

The first mention of Ashkenaz is in Genesis 10:1-5, 
“This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth, Noah’s sons, who themselves had sons after the flood. 

The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech and Tiras. The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, 
Riphath and Togarmah. The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim and the Rodani”

These early descendents of Noah have been referred to as the source of the ‘lost tribes of Israel’. Gomer 
has been called Gimmerai or Cimmerai. This would imply that the tribes have been Jewish at all times.

Another relevant tribe is the ‘Scythians’    The name Scyth translates in Greek as ‘Nomads’, or “wander-
ers, in Slav, the word “skitati” meaning “ to wander”, “to roam”. Another pronunciation by the Greeks was 
“skuthaen or “Iskuza”, in consequence there were many tribes called Scyths and their derivative names all 
over Europe, Asia, and Asia Minor. All this indicates that the Asia Minor tribe that lived in the land on the 
south west coast of the Caspian Sea and were called the Scythians, Scyths, Skitati, Skiti, Iskuza, Arsareth, 
Askanios, Asgusa, Ashkenaz were in fact ‘one and the same people’ that we call the ‘Ashkenaz’. This theory 
is taken from the majority of historical reports I researched. There are many nomadic tribes throughout Asia 
called Skythians, several reports link them erroneously as one gigantic tribe.

On the Hun retreat from Europe in 480 AD the north Caucasus tribes amalgamated under the leadership 
of the dominant ‘Agaziri’ tribe who were the descendants of the ‘Ashkenaz’ and became the ‘Khazars’ around 
500 AD. When conquered in 1016 by the Rus the common Khazar (Kara-Khazar) was assimilated into Rus 
society. The ruling class, the ‘Ash Khazars’ (Ashkenaz) dispersed into western Europe and amalgamated with 
Jews who had been in Germany since Roman times (via the Mediteranean route) and formed the nucleus 
of the Ashkenazi Jew. This is why European Jews have mixed Slavic and Semitic features whereas Middle 
EasternJews (Sephardic) are onlySemitic 

The most significant events since the 16th century that most likely led to our ancestors being in 
Tarnów were in my opinion:

1543 The Reformation
In Germany Martin Luther who was distressed by the reluctance of Jews to convert to Christianity 

wrote in 1543:
 “On the Jews and their lies” “What then shall we Christians do with this damned, rejected race of 

Jews? 
“First, their synagogues or churches should be set on fire. Secondly, their homes should likewise be 

broken down and destroyed. They ought to be put under one roof or in a stable, like Gypsies. Thirdly, they 
should be deprived of their prayer books and Talmud in which such idolatry, lies, cursing and blasphemy 
are taught. Fourthly, their rabbis must be forbidden under threat of death to teach any more. Fifthly, pass-
port and travelling privileges should be absolutely forbidden to the Jews. Sixthly, they ought to be stopped 
from usury. All their cash and valuables of silver and gold ought to be taken from them and put aside for 
safe keeping. Seventhly, let the young and strong Jews and Jewesses be given the flail, the axe, the hoe, 
the spade, the distaff, and spindle and let them earn their bread by the sweat of their noses as in enjoined 
upon Adam’s children. To sum up, dear princes and nobles who have Jews in your domains, if this advice 
of mine does not suit you, then find a better one so that you and we may all be free of this insufferable 
devilish burden - the Jews.”

This book of hatred towards the Jews was one of the forerunners of modern racial anti-Semitism
Jews dispersed from Bohemia, Moravia, Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal. During this time records 

reveal an influx of Jews arrived in Kraków and Tarnów, fleeing from Germany because of anti-Semitism 
as the Thirty Years’ War waged in Western Europe.

1618-1648 Thirty Years War.
The ‘Thirty Years War’ has been described as the last major European war of religion and the first 

all-European struggle for power. It was literally a series of wars fought mainly on German soil, and was 
in large part, a struggle to alter the European balance of power, Germany was devastated. The common 
people bore the heavy cost of this devastating war. In North-eastern Germany in Brandenburg, Mecklen-
burg, and Pomerania, and in South-western Germany in the Palatinate, Wurttemberg, and parts of Bavaria, 
population losses were believed to have been in excess of 50 percent. Jews were usual scapegoats with 
many pogroms. It took 5 years to conclude peace, beginning in January 1648 between Spain and the 
United Provinces. October 1648 marked peace between France, Sweden, the Holy Roman emperor, and 
the German princes (Peace of Westphalia). The war between France and Spain continued until 1659 (Peace 
of the Pyrenees), despite Britain joining France against Spain in 1656. The wars between Sweden and 
Poland and between Sweden and Denmark flared up again and were not settled until 1660. All this hap-
pened in western Europe leaving Jews the only choice to flee east towards Poland, Austria, Hungary and 
Russia.

S c e n a r i o s
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Over 100,000 Jews murdered during the Chmielniki massacres. Every shtetl in the path of the 
marauding Cossacks was devastated. Tarnow was literally a few days ride to the west from the 
extent of the massacres. Either our ancestors lived in Tarnow at the time or they fled to Tarnow to 
escape the Cossacks

MAP 12

1648-1656 Chmielnicki  Massacres
(map 12)

In 1648, a Ukrainian officer (Hetman) Bogdan Chmielnicki, with the support of the Tartar Khan of 
Crimea, roused the local peasants to fight with him and the Russian Orthodox Cossacks against their oppres-
sors the feudal Pans (Overlords) of Poland. The Jews who were the stewards and agents of the Poles mainly 
collecting rents and loans, became as much a target as the Poles. A Polish army that was sent into Ukraine 
to forestall the rebellion was shattered in two battles in May. This victory gave signal to a massive popular 
uprising. Terrible cruelty followed with Jews massacred without mercy. The first wave of violence in 1648 
destroyed Jewish communities east of the Dnieper River. Following the violence, thousands of Jews fled 
west to the larger cities but the Cossacks followed them; one of the first large-scale massacres took place at 
Nemirov a small Ukrainian town where Nathan of Hanover was an eyewitness to the massacre. 

“The Cossacks assaulted the Jews, cut off their hands and feet, raped women in the sight of their hus-
bands, smashed children against walls to crush their skull, carved open the bellies of pregnant women and 
forced living cats in…and there was never an unnatural death in the world that they did not inflict upon them. 
The Cossacks lashed hundreds of Jews together and drowned them; little children were ingeniously severed 
in half”. 

Six thousand Jews were murdered in Nemirov.
In Tulchin all the Jews were assembled and ordered to be baptised or be killed. With one voice they 

cried out, “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.” They desecrated synagogues, ripped apart 
Torah scrolls, and sent entire towns up in flame and smoke. The Jewish communities of Pereyaslav, Boris-
ovka, Piryatin, Boryslaw, Dubno, Lachowicze, and many others were destroyed. Streams of blood flowed 
over the Ukraine. Many Jews were taken into captivity and sold as slaves in Turkey, a large number were 
redeemed through ransom payments. The Lithuanian council to their credit imposed a special tax and tariffs 
especially for the redemption of captive Jews. Many Jews immigrated to central Poland and the others left 
for Western Europe. The drop in the number of the Jewish population during the Ukrainian uprisings was 
about 25%. It is estimated that between 100,000-200,000 Jews died in the Chmielnicki carnage in about 300 

shtetls. This wave of destruction is considered the first modern holocaust, and the worst pogrom against the 
Jews prior to  W.W.II. 

Chmielnicki marched westward through Galicia, and finally besieged Zamosc in Poland proper (just over 
100 miles east of Tarnów). He didn’t press his advantage, however, and with the election of a new Polish king 
in November he returned to central Ukraine. In January 1649 Chmielnicki entered Kiev to triumphal acclaim 
as liberator.

In 1654 Chmielniki and his followers took an oath of allegiance to Tzar Alexis of Russia, which caused 
friction between Russia and Poland and led to further pogroms against the Jews when a joint Cossack and 
Muscovite army invaded Lithuania. Large sections of the country were devastated, including Vilna and its 
surrounding area, the Cossacks killed every Jews they met. The Tzar banished Jews from towns making them 
leave with only what they could carry. The Lithuanian Talmudist Rabbi Moshe Rivkes tells us in 1655

“The whole congregation fled for their life from the city of Vilna as one man, some in carriages some with 
children on their shoulders.”

  The Jewish Lithuanian Council ordered a period when “No musical instruments be heard in the House 
of Israel, not even the musical entertainment at weddings, for one full year”. The 20th of Sivan which falls 
between May and June was established as the official day of mourning for the massacre. In some east Euro-
pean communities it was observed until the Holocaust.

[Tarnow just escaped this evil and must have grown when escaping Jews saw the town as a haven.]

1655-1690 Sweden- Poland Wars 
Great Northern War

(maps 13-14)

By 1654 Poland and Sweden had been in almost constant dispute since 1600. In 1654 the Russian army, 
profiting by continual conflicts in Ukraine, and quarrels between Lithuanian magnates, conquered vast areas 
of Poland almost without even fighting. In this situation, newly crowned king of Sweden Charles Gustav X 
offered Polish king John Casimir help in the war against the Russian tsar. The price Sweden claimed for this 
help was the land of Kurland and probably other areas on the coast. Poland rejected this proposal and as a 
result in March 1655 in Stockholm, war was declared against Poland. The main objective was to defeat Poland 
before Russia could achieve it. 

The conflict, named ‘the Swedish deluge’ started in July 1655 with the attack from Infantry in West 
Pomerania. This war very quickly turned out to be a catastrophe for Poland. Capitulation ‘en mass’ in Ujscie 
in July, led to the conquest of the Polish capital Warsaw. Kraków soon surrendered cutting of the Polish army 
escape route to Silesia. Russia occupied Minsk, Vilno, Kovno and Grodno. The majority of the Polish army 
accepted Swedish ruling, this all happened in only four months of conflict.

However the Poles very quickly became disenchanted by their new rulers, who set new taxes, and had 
intolerance towards Catholics leading to a siege of the monastery in Czestochowa, that led to a Polish uprising. 

There were numerous and merciless cruelties by both sides. Again, the Jews were the victims, being 
spared by the Swedes, thereby accused by the Poles of being in collusion with the enemy, and they were bru-
tally annihilated. Many communities were destroyed. In Plock the town was almost completely destroyed, The 
streets of the Jews were set on fire, and what remained was plundered by the rioting Polish soldiers, very few 
managed to escape with their lives. Kraków was captured and occupied. 

The war lasted five years, and ended with the peace agreement in Oliwa in 1660, where John Casimir 
resigned the right to the Swedish throne and Sweden lost the dreams of ruling over the Baltic Sea. 

After ‘the Swedish deluge’ Poland was economically ruined and population took several hundred years 
to recover but they did not lose any territory during this war.

The outcome of this event for Jews was the dispersal of Jews from north and east Poland towards the 
south (Galicia) as although this area was also invaded, it was not as devastated as the rest of Poland.
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Vienna: Ferdinand III - 1670 
In 1599 the thirty-one Jewish families in Vienna were taxed the huge sum of twenty thousand florins. 

Unable to raise the money, they were driven out of the city, but later returned. In 1637 the Christian mer-
chants of Vienna petitioned Emperor Ferdinand III “to drive out all the Jews three miles beyond this city, if 
not from the whole country.” The emperor resolved the matter with a compromise. He forbade Jews to trade 
in the inner city where the Christian merchants’ shops and counting-houses were situated. This segregation 
resulted in the near ruin of the Jewish traders.

Again in 1670 the Vienna City Council raised a clamour for the immediate expulsion of the Jews. It 
charged them with having had secret and treacherous commerce with the enemy Swedes. The mob believed 
it and, unhindered by the authorities, looted all Jewish homes and shops. In consequence, on March 1, 1670, 
the emperor signed the decree of expulsion. He went much further than the city authorities had petitioned for, 
he included in the expulsion all Jews living in Upper and Lower Austria as well. They were directed never 
to return.

[Galicia in Poland to the north was the nearest place of refuge for Jews. In 1670 the Tarnów overlord 
gave permission for extensive Jewish settlement in the town by permitting new buildings outside the city 
walls. This was a few years after the Black Death had swept through Tarnów in 1668; many Jews would have 
died leaving houses unoccupied. That new buildings were required to house the newcomers signifies a large 
influx of Jews from nearby Austria.]

Plague & anti Jewish riots in Kraków  1668-1682
In 1677 a plague in Kraków and Kazimierz killed many people including over 100 Jews in Kazimierz. 

Kraków and most of the Jewish quarter in Kazimierz was abandoned, Jews were blamed and persecuted. 
The community reorganised in 1680 and re-opened its yeshivas, but was intimidated again two years later by 
renewed anti-Jewish rioting. Probably the same plague killed Jews in Tarnów.

 Anti-Semitic laws & expulsions: Prussia 1714-1750
In 1701, Prussia became a kingdom. The kings’ interest in foreigners changed considerably. The King 

had collected taxes and also protected Jewish traders against the guilds in order to promote free trade. Later 
King Frederick I and Frederick William I were merely interested in taxes, Jewish obligations were increased. 
The Jews had to pay taxes not only for permission to marry, but also for travelling, for the building of a syna-
gogue in 1714, for official stamps and for permission to have children.

In 1724 the expulsion of mainly poor East European Jews was ordered. In 1728 it was suggested refus-
ing residence permission to any new member so that the Jewish community would die out, though this was 
not implemented. In 1734 a hundred and fourteen families of poorer Jews were driven out. Frederick Wil-
liam, also restricted trades that Jews could participate in, e.g. wool and cloth, which played an important role 
in Jewish trade. 

Frederick the Great continued the policy of exploiting the Jews. In his ‘Revised General-Privileges’ 
(‘Revidierten General-Privilegium’) of 1750, which continued to be the legal basis until the emancipation 
edict in 1812. A family could only have a residence permit for one child, for the second a fortune of 1,000 
thalers had to be produced, for the third 2,000. New members from abroad had to show a fortune of 10,000 
thalers. Alternatively, one could get a resident permit if one ran a factory. 

The constant anti-Semitism in Hohenzollern is mirrored in their laws as well as in their wills and is 
typical for the time. The soldier king wrote in his instructions for his successor that he should be aware of the 
Jewish community being a risk to the Christian citizens or even Christianity, because the Jews had murdered 
Christ. Hence, they had to be treated accordingly, suppressed, massively taxed, and driven out if not able to 
pay. 

The enlightened Frederick II remarked ‘The Jews are the most dangerous sect of all. They severely 
damage the Christian trade and are useless for the state. We need the Jews for the linen trade with the 

Polish lands, but we have to make sure their 
number will not increase. Not only a certain 
number of families, but of actual people 
should not be exceeded. We must limit their 
trade by excluding them from wholesale 
trading, and only allow them to trade on a 
small scale.”

Charles VI anti 
Semitic laws in the 

Austrian-Hungarian 
Empire 1726

In 1726, an order made by Habs-
burg ruler Charles VI, that the number of 
Jewish families was to be limited by quota 
to 8,541 in Bohemia and 5,106 in Moravia. 
To enforce this quota (“numerus clausus”), 
a so-called “Familianten” order was issued. 
According to this order, only the first-born 
son of each Jewish family was given per-
mission to marry (called a “copulatio con-
sensus”) and he had to live in the same area. 
Other children had no citizen rights and had 
to leave the country. The permits could also 
be sold if there were no son to inherit them. 
The Familianten order was in force until 
1848. As a result, many Jews who could 
not obtain marriage permits emigrated 
from Bohemia and Moravia. For example, 
by 1900 almost half of the Jews in Hungary 
were of Bohemian or Moravian decent. 
Tarnow at the time was in Poland but when 
it became part of the Austrian-Hungarian 
Empire in 1772 these laws applied.

Jews driven south as Russia Sweden and Poles fight 
and each make the Jews scapegoats. The small area of 
west Galicia becomes a relative haven of peace. Poland 
regained all their lands at the end of the war. This map 
also shows the area of Galicia, Poland ceded to the Aus-
trian-Hungarian empire in 1772

MAP 13

Above: Poland before the Swedish Wars 1654 

MAP 14
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 Russia: Expulsion of the Jews by
Tsarina Catherine I 1727

Tsarina Catherine I ordered the Jews to be expelled in 1727 “Immediately from Russia to beyond the 
border”. But the following year, for practical consideration she modified her original order. 

“The Jews are permitted to visit temporarily the fairs of Little Russia for commercial purposes, but they 
are only allowed to sell their goods wholesale, and not retail, by ells and in pounds.”

 This was the same fear of competition from Jews that disturbed Christian shopkeepers all over Europe 
as they tried to keep Jews out of the retail trade. 

 Elizabeth Petrovna Empress of Russia (1741-62) Anti-
Semitism 1742 

The youngest daughter of Peter the Great and Catherine I. became empress in 1741 by staging a blood-
less coup overthrowing the young Czar, Ivan IV. Soon after becoming empress she showed anti-Semitic 
traits, and in 1742 Czarina Elizabeth Petrovna ordered the expulsion of the Jews living in her kingdom unless 

“They shall be willing to accept the Christian religion of the Greek persuasion.”
 When the senate attempted to obtain cancellation of the expulsion order by pointing out the economic 

loss which would be suffered by the Russian merchants and the state, the Czarina retorted: “I do not want 
any benefit from the enemies of Christ.” By 1753 she had expelled thirty-five thousand Jews from Russia 

Maria Theresa Expels Jews from 
Bohemia & Monrovia 1744-45 

During the war of the ‘Austrian Succession’ Austrian Hungarian Empress Maria Theresa accused the 
Jews of secretly helping her most hated enemies the Prussians. She issued the decree in 1744 expelling the 
Jews from Bohemia

“Her Royal Highness, our most gracious Mistress Empress Maria Theresa, did for several extremely 
cogent reasons on the 18th and today on the 22nd of December of the year 1744, pass the supreme decree 
that no more Jews will be tolerated in the patrimonial kingdom of Bohemia in the future.”

A similar decree was issued in the same year expelling the Jews from Monrovia
In 1745 after Frederick the Great’s Prussian troops had left the city, the Empress Maria Theresa issued 

the further decree
“No Jew is to be within the royal city of Prague; should the contrary be the case, he will be removed by 

the military. After those six months have past (during which the Jews of Prague are to dispose of their pos-
sessions) all Jews shall leave the entire kingdom of Bohemia and shall be found nowhere within its borders 
in the future….”

The Roman Catholic rector of the university of Prague, as he watched aghast the procession of exiled 
Jews, was constrained to observe: 

“Dreadful indeed is the spectacle of these people as they and their children depart in the blistering 
cold” 

The highways were clogged with them and the roadside was lined with the dead and the sick. Thus in 
one day eight centuries of continuous Jewish community life and of dynamic religious intellectual striving 
were wiped out. It was as if they had never been. It was only three years later the Imperial Treasury in Vienna 
began to feel acutely the financial loss resulting from the expulsion. The empress then regretted her excessive 
“patriotic” resentment against the Jews. In fact, upon investigation, the Imperial Military Council discovered 
and announced that there was no evidence in the charge that the Jews of Prague had treasonable relations 
with the Prussians and they were given permission to return. By that time all of the survivors had resettled 
elsewhere and it was some years before the community recovered.

Frederick the Great of Prussia passes
 Anti- Semitic laws 1750

In 1750 Frederick the Great proclaimed “The revised General Privilege and Regulation for the Jewry 
of the Kingdom of Prussia”. It set down the number of Jewish families permitted to live in every district and 
city, and divided the Jewish population into distinct categories:

1. Protected and generally privileged Jews (having the right to settle in any city of their choice, to 
engage in all branches of trade and industry, and to bequeath their rights of domicile to their sons (the number 
of such Jews was very small)

2. Ordinary Protected Jews (having the right of domicile in one particular city, which they could 
bequeath to their eldest son only). Not allowed to work in crafts organised in guilds or to engage in certain 
branches of trade (e.g. wines, livestock)

3. Extraordinary Protected Jews (their rights of domicile could not be passed on automatically). The cat-
egory included liberal professions and public servants. They were not allowed to marry among themselves.

4. Tolerated Jews. The category included employees, domestic servants, tutors, etc. Not allowed to 
marry on pain of expulsion.

5. 1768: Marriage licences for a first or second son and permission to buy a house conditional upon the 
purchase of a fairly substantial amount of porcelain from the government factory

 The Seven Year War 1756-1763
The Seven Years’ War involved nearly every nation in Europe. In Europe, Prussia and Austria fought 

each other for control of Germany. Britain aided Prussia, and France helped Austria. 
The War resulted from the desire of Maria Theresa, ruler of Austria, to recover the recently lost province 

of Silesia from Frederick the Great, king of Prussia. She allied herself with Czarina Elizabeth of Russia. 
By terms of the peace signed in Hubertusburg early in 1763, most of Silesia remained under Prus-

sian rule, and other boundaries stayed as they had been before the war. There were no territorial changes in 
Europe. The Treaty of Paris settled disputes between France, Spain, and Britain. There is no evidence that 
Jews were persecuted during this period, but it was a time of major upheaval.           

   

Haidamaks Massacres 1734-1783 
The paramilitary bands of Cossacks and serfs called Haidamaks rioted much in the same vein as Che-

mielnicki the previous century. Although the Haidamak pogroms began in the 1730’s the main rioting was 
during the years 1734, 1750 and 1768. It is estimated that during these years 20,000 Jews were killed. In 
1768 at Uman in the Ukraine the Poles and Jews defended the city together under the Polish commanders 
Ivan Gonta and Maxim Zheleznyak. The next day, convinced by Zheleznyak the Polish revolutionary, that 
only the Jews would be attacked, Gonta allowed the fortified city to be entered without a fight. Approxi-
mately 8000 Jews were killed, many of them trying to defend themselves near the synagogue. As soon as 
the Jews were all massacred the Haidamaks began to kill the Poles. The Haidamacks boasted that they were 
heroes because they were cruel, butchering infants in their cradles. They were promised by the Catholic 
priest’s complete absolution if they would slaughter the unfortunate Jews. 

The Haidamaks became part of the Ukrainian national movement and are celebrated in folklore and 
literature. 
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 Kraków trade prohibit ion 1761
Kraków non-Jews protested against Jewish traders but were ineffectual and Jews became involved in 

many areas of trade, including furs, wax, soap, salt and tobacco. Jews served as gold and silversmiths and 
worked in the import-export industries. Then, in 1761, the Senate of Poland gave in to pressure and prohib-
ited Jewish commerce in Kraków causing poverty amongst the Jews leading to many leaving town. Tarnow 
is the nearest large town.

Kraków and The Confederation of Bar’
1768-1772 

The Confederation was the union formed at the city of ‘Bar’ in Podolia (now W Ukraine), by a faction of 
Polish nobles and the Roman Catholic clergy for the purpose of defending Polish independence and Roman 
Catholicism, and of opposing the interference of Catherine II of Russia in Polish affairs. It also opposed the 
Russian-backed Polish king, Stanislaus II. In 1772 the confederation fought a bitter war against Russia; it 
ended with the dissolution of the confederation and the First Partition of Poland. 

One of the worst chapters in the history of Kraków, for decades afterwards people used to recall those 
terrible days when the city frequently changed hands. Both Russian and Ukrainian Cossacks set fire to 
houses in the city, took many prisoners and plundered the towns merchants, artisans and clergy.

For Jews this period was even more terrible than for the other citizens. Both the Russians and the 
Confederates considered the Jews as enemies from the start. Without mercy they killed Jews. Both sides 
demanded free deliveries of food and merchandise for their soldiers and people for armed help and espionage 
service.

Not one Jewish house in Kazimierz emerged intact. Most of the stores were plundered and the com-
munity oppressed. 

Tarnow did not escape this war as the Russians passed through they attacked the Jews so there is little 
justification in saying our family came to Tarnow during this period.

 Russian-Turkish Wars 1769-1792
The early Russian-Turkish Wars were mostly sparked by Russia’s attempts to establish a warm-water 

port on the Black Sea, which lay in Turkish hands. 
When the Russians overran Moldavia and Rumania Jews were assaulted. Their best route to safety was 

towards Galicia. 

 Austrian-Hungarian
Toleration edicts 1780-1800 (map 14)

The ‘Enlightenment’ period became a milestone in the legal and social position of Jewish communities 
in Austria (Tarnow was part of Austria since 1772). Joseph II’s reforms, were intended to set Jews on the 
road to emancipation. The Edicts of Toleration reflects a fundamental change in the state’s approach to Jews. 
The principal purpose of the laws was to enable Jews to participate in the political and economic system and 
be ”useful for the State.” Jews had been tolerated ever since the Middle Ages to follow their religion, but 
who as citizens had enjoyed no rights whatsoever. Measures accompanying the Edict abolished a whole set 
of mediaeval discriminatory rules and limitations. The obligation to wear the Jewish sign (a yellow mark 
on clothing) was abolished. The schooling of Jews in all types and levels of schools, including universities 
(except theological schools), was permitted. Jews were allowed to receive academic degrees, to perform 
professions and occupations formerly prohibited to them and, last but not least, to live outside the ghettos 
based on their personal discretion and the permission of the relevant authorities. The Jews could thus take 
advantage of new possibilities in business and penetrate into industries and agriculture, even if the prohibi-
tion on purchasing and owning land was still in force for them. Full access to these industries during the 
course of the 19th century brought full civil equality to the Jews (according to non Jewish reports, the reality 
is it increased anti-Semitism as Jews prospered). 

To integrate and Germanize Jews into the empire, these edicts were issued concerning the status of the 
Jews in the Habsburg lands. 

1781: Toleration Edicts for Bohemia and Silesia
1782: Toleration Edicts for Lower Austria and Moravia
1783: Toleration Edict for Hungary
1787: Regulation requiring Jews to adopt permanent surnames. These to be taken from specially pre-

pared lists where the names were all German in accordance to the language of the empire. 
1788: Regulation extending to Jews the obligation of military service.
1789: Edict of Toleration for Galicia. 
All these edicts granted Jews limited civic rights, freedom to settle in towns, permission to engage in all 

handicrafts and to open factories. At the same times they forbade Jews to lease inns, distilleries or breweries 
and to engage in the sale of liquor.

1782 Joseph II’s Toleration Edict for the Jews of Moravia,: Excerpts: 
“Since coming to power, We have been most particular to ensure that all Our subjects, without distinc-

tion of nationality and religion, should share in the public prosperity which We hope to increase by Our 
care, and that they may enjoy freedom according to the law and find no obstacle to earning their living in 
every honourable way and contribute to the general industriousness. Since Our gracious intention can defi-
nitely not be reconciled with the existing laws against the Jewish People in Our Patrimonial Margravate of 
Moravia and the so-called Jewish laws. We wish to modify these by virtue of the present Edict…However, 
Our Highest Intention is in no way to increase the number of Jewish believers in Moravia (which is east of 
Kraków) through this new ordinance….Rather, we expressly wish that they should remain….exactly as they 
are now; their established number is not to be exceeded, nor should Jews settle in the future where no Jews 
have lived before, except if they wish to build a factory or introduce a useful trade in some village, market, 
or town, or possibly on a piece of land previously not built on….”

1. Nor is it Our Highest Intention to allow the Jews to establish their own printing work, but if they 
wish to import Jewish books from other countries. They are obliged to seek approval in each individual case, 
because this goes against the general ban, and to submit the foreign books to censorship. Thus the prefer-
ential treatment accorded to the Jewish people through the present amendment is due to the following: Our 
aim is to make them more useful and of greater service to the state, in particular through better education, 
instruction of their young people, and through the use of the sciences, arts, and crafts.

2. We give them permission to establish their own normally equipped schools at their own cost with 
teachers from among their fellow believers…. These future elementary schools will be under the same super-
vision as all German schools….
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3. In those places where there is no German school, we permit and order them to send their children to the 
Christian schools (elementary, technical high and grammar schools) where arrangements will be made accord-
ing to Our strict orders that the Jewish children, just like the Christian ones, will learn the same subjects but 
will be let out of school at the time of religious instruction…

4. We will allow the wealthier young people of the Jewish nation the opportunity to make use of the uni-
versities for higher academic education…

5. To increase their ability to maintain themselves and earn a living, all Jews who are within the fixed 
number of a community shall be granted permission to farm the land and to lease plots of land for 20 years or 
more…

6. We give them the general right to embrace every type of craft and trade, for the learning of which they 
may apprentice themselves to Christian masters in the privileged Royal and other municipal cities….

7. Professional Jews may also be allowed to become members of a guild if they so desire, but only where 
there are Jewish communities and with the proviso that the fixed number of Jewish families is not exceeded….

8. We also grant Jews free choice among all the non-bourgeois branches of trade, and entitle them to gain 
authorisation for wholesale business….

9. We take this opportunity to renew the permission to set up factories.
10. With the opening of so many opportunities to earn a living, and the consequent diverse relations with 

Christians, the maintenance of mutual trust demands the abolition of Hebrew language as well as the mixture 
of Hebrew and German [Yiddish], the so-called Jewish language and script. We therefore expressly forbid the 
use of this in all public proceedings, judicial and non-judicial, and ordain that they should instead use the lan-
guage of the country [within two years]…. [German].…all documents written after that period in the Hebrew 
language or in Hebrew or Jewish script shall be null and void.

11. We hereby repeal all tolls levied on Jews entering any town….as well as the double legal taxes, and 
allow the Jews free entry into our royal cities from time to time in pursuance of their business. They also no 
longer need to take board and lodging solely with Jews or to eat in Jewish eating houses….

12. We totally abolish all distinguishing marks and features that have been common until now, such as the 
wearing of beards, special clothes, the prohibition of going out before noon on Sundays and holidays, of visit-
ing places of public entertainment, etc... On the contrary, dignitaries will be allowed to wear a sword.

13. Since we now treat the Jewish people as almost equal to other foreigners of related religions in regard 
to their dietary customs and the enjoyment of civil and domestic comforts, We instruct them most earnestly to 
observe meticulously all political, civic, and judicial laws of the country…. And we consider it their duty as 
well as a mark of their gratitude, that they should not abuse this Our favour and the freedom that has accrued 
to them. And that they should not cause public offence through dissipation and excesses, and that they should 
not denigrate the Christian religion in any way or show disdain for it and its servants, for a heinous deed of this 
kind will be severely punished, and whoever committed it will be banished from all our lands. 

From the very first edict thousands of Jewish families immigrated into Galicia towns of which the largest 
in order were: Kraków, Tarnów, Przemysl, Rzeszów, Nowy Sacz and Jaroslaw. This was on the fringe of the 
Austrian Hungarian Empire and was less regulated than the mainstream area. It is very probable that our ances-
tors were included amongst these families.

 Edict of Toleration for Galicia. 1789:
It annulled the differences which legislation has so far maintained between the Christian and the Jewish 

subjects and granted the Jews living in Galicia 
“All the liberties and rights which Our subjects enjoy. Galician Jewry will therefore from now on be 

treated like all the other subjects as regards their rights and duties.” 
The Edict placed the Jews under general jurisdiction, extended to them municipal citizenship and granted 

them access to public service in towns conditional on property qualifications and consent of municipal authori-
ties. However the promise that Jews would be treated “like all other subjects” was only partially carried out. 
The municipal authorities often refused to give consent to the stipulations concerning municipal citizenship 
and public service. Some special taxes remained in force, such as kosher meat tax (1784), the marriage tax, and 
candle tax, and the ban on Jewish settlement in the villages was retained, except in the case of those Jews who 
were engaged in agriculture or handicrafts. 

The Pale of Settlement
 Czarina Catherine ‘The Great’ Russia 1792-95 

In 1772, the dismemberment of Poland by Austria, Prussia and Russia began. By the third and final partition 
of Poland in 1795, after which Poland ceased to exist as a sovereign nation until 1918, over one million unwanted 
and despised Jews found themselves living under the iron fist of the Russian Czarina.

Catherine II found herself after the second partition of Poland with even more Jews than her predecessors. 
Her problem was how to keep them out of Holy Mother Russia. This was when the settlement area known as ‘The 
Pale of Settlement’ was formed for Jews although the actual term was not used till 1835. This reached from the 
Black Sea to the Baltic and included the districts that had formed the western boundary of Russia and the eastern 
provinces of Poland. The term ‘Pale’ (from the Latin Palus, “stake”) is used to designate a district with distinct 
boundaries.

Jews needed special permits to travel outside the Pale and inside, their freedom of movement was severely 
restricted. Furthermore, czarist authorities tried to integrate the Jewish population into the estate system of Rus-
sian society (Enlightenment and assimilation). Since most Jews lived in cities and towns, they were classified 
as ‘urban population’. The urban population in Russia was divided into six categories, depending on occupation 
and financial standing. Each of the categories had different rights and obligations (tax, military service etc..). In 
1804, the Jewish urban population was included in four categories: burghers, merchants, artisans and entrepre-
neurs; those who lived in the villages and were engaged in agriculture were included in the peasant estate. In 
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effect, the Jews formally acquired the rights possessed by each of the categories of the Christian population, 
such as freedom of economic activity, access to guilds, participation as voters and candidates in elections 
to municipal councils, and holding of some official positions. Depending on their estate, Jews could also 
become medical doctors, stockbrokers or lawyers. Jews also remained exempted from military service until 
1827, paying instead a special exemption tax. In practice, however, the rights gained by the Jews were often 
restricted e.g. the number of Jews in municipal councils could not exceed one-third of their membership 
irrespective of the number of Jews in a given city or town; in some cities, such as Vilnius and Grodno, Jews 
were excluded from self-government bodies.

After 1804 government policies oscillated between the goals of integrating the Jews in Russian society 
and making them “productive,” (that is, engaged in occupations other than trade) thereby protecting Russian 
society from their allegedly negative influence (economic, religious, ideological). In the early decades of 
the 19th century there were also attempts at converting the Jews to Orthodox Christianity. There was thus 
considerable inconsistency in the treatment of the Jewish community and eventually increasing resistance 
to their integration, with anti-Semitism becoming a powerful force after the assassination of Alexander II in 
1881.

At the beginning of the 19th century, it was claimed that Jews living in the villages in the Belorussian 
provinces were responsible for the poverty of the peasants, the sale of alcohol impoverished them. This led 
to the decision to resettle Jews in the cities, which, however, was deferred in 1808 and carried out gradually 
and only partially so as not to cause economic havoc in the region.

The desire to integrate the Jews in Russian society led to the opening of Russian schools and universi-
ties to Jewish students, but the resulting growth of Jewish intelligentsia, especially from the 1860’s onwards, 
caused a backlash, as Jews became more educated than the Russians. By the 1880’s the government intro-
duced numerous restrictions for Jewish students in high schools and universities (10% inside the Pale of Set-
tlement, 5% outside of that area and 3% in St. Petersburg and Moscow), so as to impede the further growth 
of the Jewish intelligentsia, which by then was viewed as the main carrier of revolutionary ideas (by 1897 
nearly 12% of all people employed in art, literature and science were Jews).

Attempts at channelling the Jewish population into agriculture by allowing them to own land in desig-
nated regions met with opposition from the land-owning nobility and were eventually discontinued, partly 
to prevent a situation in which Jewish landlords would own Christians. In 1793 and 1795 further parts of 
Poland were ceded to Russia.

Possibly our ancestros were amongst the Jews in Russia that were herded into the Pale of Settlement


